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“This is the day which the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 


—Psalm 118:24 


“Sing, soul of mine, this day of days. 
The Lords risen. 


Toward the sunrising set thy face. 
The" Lord is’ risen. 


Behold He giveth strength and grace; 
For darkness, light; for mourning, praise; 
For sin, His holiness; for conflict, peace. 


Arise, O soul, this Easter Day! 
Forget the tomb of yesterday, 

For thou from bondage art set free; 
Thou sharest in His victory 

And life eternal is for thee, 

Because the Lord is risen.” 


—Author Unknown 


“Christ, the Lord, is risen today, 

Sons of men and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; 

Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, 

Love’s redeeming work is done, <5 / 

Fought the fight, the battle won; | 4 
Lowther suns eclipse is.o er; — \\ lie Ma Ti 


Lo! He sets in blood no more. al | fe 


“Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; — ARV E a 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell! Ts 

Death in vain forbids His rise; 

Christ hath opened Paradise. SANE = I] JI Ld ZZ 
Lives again our glorious King; 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? =U wee 

Once He died our souls to save; 
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Where thy victory, O grave? “DW Gaw , 

NS 5 9 06 moe 
“Soar we now where Christ hath led, ANY ; © Were pe 


Following our exalted Head; Giiiem - 
Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! 
Praise to Thee by both be given; 
Thee we greet triumphant now; 


Hail, the Resurrection Thou!’ 
—Charles Wesley, 1739 
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Continuing the Series—‘‘Getting Along with the Home Folks” 


HY must I go to Church this morning? I’m 
tired. I don’t feel like going to Church. I 
want to rest. Sunday’s a day of rest, isn’t 
it?” Does this sound like some person you 
know? Perhaps you know that person rather well. At 
any rate, you certainly have heard of such reactions com- 
ing from some young people. 

One thing is certain. Such people—whether young or 
old—have never experienced real personal religion, the 
kind that has life and power in it. To such a person re- 
ligion is not the substance of life, but something added to 
life, an external frill, perhaps desirable but really unneces- 
sary to the living of a full life. It was the fashion with 
his parents and grandparents, but he sees no reason why 
it should be so with him. After all, times have changed 
and fashions are different. He enjoys meeting his friends 
at Church, is willing to drop in at convenient times, but 
he does not sense the relation between regular Church- 
going and a growing religious life. It is clear that for 
such a, one religion has never been a personal experience, 
a conscious, vital relationship to God through Jesus Christ. 


Another thing is certain. Impersonal, empty, unrelated 
religion leaves a person cold and indifferent. It is easy 
for him to think lightly of Church attendance and the re- 
ception of the Holy Communion. He must always be 
coaxed to come to Church. He is always finding some 
excuse for not worshiping. This is not as it should be, 
for when one experiences the transforming power of a 
personal religion he thoroughly enjoys worship, he values 
highly the Holy Communion, he enjoys whatever service 
he is called upon to render, he feels a deep personal con- 
secration to his Lord and Master, he knows Jesus as his 
personal Saviour and his Example. 


c¢ 


‘This Experience Is Not Gained Easily 


The fact that so many Church members are lax and 
indifferent is ample evidence that their relationship to God 
through Jesus Christ is more formal than personal. Indeed, 
many parents and adults who want their children and 
young people to be good members of the Church defeat 
their own desires by constantly sending—in some instances, 
driving—their boys and girls to Church while they remain 
irregular and indifferent in their Church attendance and 
seldom worship with their children. The inadequacy of 
merely formal religion is soon discovered by youth. ‘But, 
not having experienced more themselves, they tend to 
follow the pattern set by their parents. 


Because this warm, personal experience is often missed, 
it 1s especially important that a youth make every effort 
to cultivate a religion that is more than formal. His re- 
ligion must both relate him to God and shed light on the 
problems he is facing. His religion must be adequate to 
fit him to meet the crises and temptations of life. His 
religion must develop for him a personality that is so 
well integrated, that is so well balanced, that he may 
achieve serenity even in the midst of adversity. When life 
is tough, when events are heart-breaking, when God seems 
far away, one’s religion should be such that it is possible 
for him to become the conqueror in the strife. Such a 
personal religion does not “just happen”; it grows, and 
growth of any kind takes time and care. 


Two 


Each Individual Must Experience It Himself 


As young people mature they become interested in 
the universe. Jack wants to know how the world came to 
be and how life really began. Jane is interested in flowers 
and the beauties of nature. Bob and Shirley both begin 
to wonder about the purpose of life. As they think of the 
starry universe and the orderliness of the planets, the 
place of the earth, the sun, and moon; all of plant, animal 
and vegetable life, they must fit themselves into the total 
picture. It is inevitable that they think of a Creator, a 
Maker, and a Preserver of this vast universe. This leads 
them to the relationship of the human race to the God of 
the universe. For a well-integrated personality one must 
relate himself to the God Who is the Creator and to one’s 
fellowman. This realization that God is the Maker and 
Preserver of life and the conclusion that man as God’s 
highest creation owes Him a responsibility of service and 
obedience is one’s religion. 

No one else can have this experience for youth. Dick’s 
parents may have had this experience themselves. They 
may do all that is possible in order for Dick to have this 
experience; they may attend Church with him and be de- 
voted Christian parents, but Dick himself must actually 
have this personal experience. Dick’s parents may provide 
for his instruction in the Christian faith by having him at- 
tend Church, Church School, and catechetical class; these 
occasions provide opportunities for the planting of the 
seed, the Word of God. However, it is in Dick’s heart and 
soul that the seed must take root and grow. He himself 
must have the experience of a vital, personal relationship 
to God through Jesus Christ; he himself must consciously 
and willingly dedicate his life to Christ, always seeking 
to know Him more perfectly, to love Him more fervently, 
and to serve Him more faithfully. This is the real mean- 
ing of confirmation. 


As a result of such a personal experience young peo- 
ple find a deeper meaning in life and seek God’s direction 
for their lives. Moral and social living takes a definite 
turn for the better. Choice of a life-work will be thought 
of in terms of possible service to God and to one’s fellow- 
man. A tendency to do other than God’s Will will be freely 
admitted, but the earnest young person will regularly seek 
God’s help for his living and working and God’s forgive- 
ness for his failures. He will eagerly receive the blessings 
of the Holy Communion and will sincerely appreciate the 
opportunity to study and hear the Word of God. He will 
not look for excuses for staying at home on Sundays and 
will not have to be coaxed into being a worthy member 
of the Church. He will consider it the most blessed privi- 
lege of life. 


Doubts Are Certain To Come 


One cannot think without raising some questions. He 
cannot grow in the Christian life without having some 
honest doubts. Few arrive at the point of great faith with- 


out having: first gone through the fiery trial of conflicting 
views and valid doubts. 


: Ted’s parents may be greatly disturbed over the doubts 
which have arisen in his mind in the course of his intel-. 
lectual development. He has been introduced to the study 
of science and has become acquainted with its theories of. 
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By CHARLES P. CRESSMAN, S.T.M. 


the origin and development of the uni- 
verse. It is only natural for him to ask 
many questions of his religious teach- 
ers. These questions are important for 
him. To fail to answer them to his 
satisfaction only brings more confu- 
sion. On the other hand, a dogmatic 
reply coupled with the admonition to 
ask no further questions will not help 
either. It will take patience, under- 
standing, and careful guidance to find 
the answer that makes it possible for 
Ted to accept some of the truths taught 
in Church. For example, God is the 
Creator whatever the method by which 
all came into being, or the time used 
to bring human life to its present stage 
of development. But, after Ted has 
lived through such a period of intel- 
lectual questioning he will be the 
stronger for it spiritually and mental- 
ly. Perhaps Alma’s parents are great- 
ly disturbed because of the moral and 
social standards she has been examin- 
ing so critically. It may be that Alma 
is inquiring about practices which to- 
day are accepted by some groups, but 
which Christian tradition and New 
Testament teaching do not accept. As 
a result, doubts may have arisen in her 
mind as to the validity of the position 
taken by her parents. Until she has 
worked through her doubts to a satis- 
factory Christian solution she is con- 
fused and uncertain. Parents will have 
to exercise intelligent concern and lend 
a sympathetic ear to the attitudes of 
the younger generation if doubts are 
to be cleared up and positive Christian 
character is to be developed. Dog- 
matic statements, wholesale condemna- 
tions, rigid censorship, pious platitudes, 
and a “holier-than-thou” attitude will 
not bring about such a solution. 


On the other hand, youth must go 
to older persons for advice and help 
in wiping out those doubts that are 
certain to arise. Teachers, parents, pas- 
tors, Christian personalities in any field 
have had to think through their doubts, 
too. That’s how they became such 
positive Christians. It was a personal 
experience which has become life it- 
self; it has developed into a personal 
religion. Most of the older genera- 
tion realize today that the coming of 
doubts is part of the process of devel- 
oping one’s own religion. The honest 
doubts of youth do not disturb wise 
parents, for to them it is a welcome 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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OHIO’S LIFE SERVICE 
Frouer Koll 


By MARIAN SBACH 
Life Service Secretary for the Luther League of Ohio 


I. Object 

To give recognition to Luther 
Leaguers who are serving Christ, His 
Church, and our League in unusual 
faithfulness. 

II. Eligibility 

Any Luther Leaguer not engaged 
in fulltime service in the Church, who 
belongs to a local League affiliated with 
the state and national League. 


III. Method of Selection 
A. Selection to be judged on the 
following standards: 


1. Loyalty to his congregation 
as shown by: 

. Church attendance 

. Sunday School attendance 


je len 


. Service to congregation in 
other capacities: Choir, 
church council, commit- 
tees, ushering, organiza- 
tions, etc. 

d. Member of Pocket Testa- 
ment League 

e. Use of influence toward 
family worship 

2. Special services in: 

a. Evangelism 
(1) Bringing friends to 
church 
(2) Visiting prospective 
members 
(3) Distributing 
literature 
b. Visiting 
(1) Shut-ins, aged, blind 
(2) Absentees and 
inactive members 
(3) Underprivileged 
(4) Sick in hospital 
c. Maintenance 
(1) Help keep furniture 
in repair 
(2) Help keep building 
in repair 
(3) Help keep grounds 
attractive 
d. Publicity 

(1) Write articles for 

local paper 

(2) Make posters 

(3) Do telephoning for 

various activities 

(4) Edit and publish a 

parish paper 


Four 


e. Office 
(1) Help keep church 
records 
(2) Help with church 
mail 
(3) Typing, dictation, 
mimeographing 
f. Finance 
(1) Help with Every- 
Member Visitation 
(2) Wither, 
g. Fellowship 
(1) Host or hostess at 
socials 
(2) Greeter at services 
(3) Provide or arrange 
transportation 
3. General influence of person in 
group with which he asso- 
ciates 


4. General knowledge of Church 
and League work 
5. Qualities displayed 
a. Willingness—volunteers 
to assist with all 
programs 
b. Improvement—uses to ad- 
vantage all talents 
c. Ability—performs with ef- 
ficiency duties assigned 
d. Attitude—unselfish feeling 
toward work 
B. Participating and Selection 
1. Each local League elects nominees 
for recognition on the Luther 
League Service Honor Roll. 
Names are forwarded to the 


State Life Service Secretary. 


2. Each League must send a com- 
plete statement of the eligibility 
of their candidates to the State 
Life Service Secretary. 


3. State Life Service Committee, con- © 
sisting of state and conference 
Life Service secretaries, shall 
select four candidates for the 
Honor Roll. The names of those 
selected shall be announced at 
the state convention. 


4. This honor roll shall become a 
permanent record of the out- 
standing Leaguers in our local 
Leagues. 


5. A person may not be elected more 
than once to this Honor Roll. 

As a local program in connection 

with this plan, the Auburn Luther 

League of Springfield, Ohio, has de- 

veloped a program for Life Service on 


a point system. The basis for the plan 


is the list of requirements one must 
meet to be included on the Life Sery- 
ice Honor Roll of the Luther League 
of Ohio. Any regular member of any 


division of the Luther League may par- 


ticipate. Registration cards are filed 
giving helpful information about each 
member. A handbook has been pre- 
pared setting forth basic and optional 
requirements. Basic requirements are 
graded weekly and optional points are 
added as they are earned. A certain 
number of points must be accumulated 
to earn the basic award. From then 
on the Leaguer is advanced in rank ac- 
cording to work completed. An arm 
band is given to the Leaguer receiving 
the basic award as a tangible recogni- 
tion. The arm band is of blue and gold 
felt and different stripes are added as 
requirements are met. Different colors 
indicate number of years of service. 
The awards are based upon the follow- 
ing requirements: 


Basic 
1. Church attendance 
2. Sunday School attendance 
3. League attendance 


(Attendance at Sunday School, 
Church and League at least 
three Sundays each month is 
required unless for a legitimate 
reason.) 


4. Service to congregation 
(Choir, usher, teacher, etc.) 


5. Member of Pocket Testament 
League 


6. A tither 


7. General knowledge of Church and 
League work 


8. Willingness 
9. Improvement 
10. Ability 

11. Attitude 


(Continued on Page A) 
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Camera Social 


By Reuben and Harriet Wangberg 


Invitations 

Draw or cut out and paste on an ap- 
propriate card or folded sheet, a pic- 
fuze or the front of a box camera, 
showing a large lens. Beneath write: 
“Come and help us break the camera. 


Posters 
Use a picture of a camera, a photog- 
rapher, or magazine ad pertaining to 


pictures. Give time and place of so- 
ict 
Decorations 


If one desires to create atmosphere, 
bring into the room equipment used in 
taking and showing pictures. Since 
some of the games call for the use of 
silhouettes, hang in some corner, a 
sheet and place a strong light behind 
it. 


Opening Games 
1. Silhouettes 

Equipment needed: Pencil, dark or 
colored paper, sheet or news-print pa- 
per, light. 

As Leaguers come, let one Leaguer 
with talent for drawing, draw silhou- 
ettes of Leaguers. Silhouettes may be 
formed by standing between a light 
and a sheet, with the one drawing on 
the other side of the sheet. Someone 
else may cut them out and number 
them. Place them on a sheet of news- 
print paper and later let Leaguers 
guess the people to whom the silhou- 
ettes belong. 

2. Mirror Trick 

Equipment needed: Mirror, hat. 

A represents the one conducting the 
trick. B represents a Leaguer. A has 
a hat on and holds a mirror against his 
nose so that as B, with his face close 
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to the opposite edge of the mirror, 
looks at A he sees a full face, half in 
the mirror and half outside. B is asked 
to blow at the hat. A raises the hat 
with his hand behind the mirror and 
reaches for the hat and pulls it back 
with his other hand. It gives the ap- 
pearance to B that he has blown off 
A’s hat and A frantically pulls it back. 
This will furnish laughs for people as 
they come, as well as amuse those al- 
ready there. 


Group Games 

Points may be given to winning 
groups. First, 30 pts. Second, 20 pts. 
Third, 10 pts. The losers clean up the 
parlors after the social. The second 
low group does the dishes. 
1. Group Photography 

With Leaguers divided into different 
groups, let the groups contest to see 
which group, by arranging members 
and posing may produce the best like- 
ness to: (a) a famous painting, (b) a 
family portrait, (c) a magazine ad, 
(d) a cartoon. 


2. Shadographs 
Equipment needed: Sheet, light. 
Using the screen and light to make 
silhouettes let each group produce a 
shadow playlet, e. g., “The Good Sa- 
maritan”’ would be easy to portray. 


Activity Games 
1. News Photography 


Equipment needed; One suitcase for 
each group equipped with: coat, hat, 
rubbers, and an improvised camera 
(cardboard box). 


In relay fashion see which group 
will finish first, requiring each person 
to open the suitcase, put on the clothes, 
take the camera, run to the end of 
the room, pretend to take a picture, 
run back and place all contents back 
in the suitcase and close it, in readi- 
ness for the next in line to start. 


2. Candid Shots 
Equipment needed: Improvised cam- 
era and chair for each group, a table. 


In relay fashion as above, see which 
group will finish first, requiring each 
person to mimic taking candid shots in 
these ways: looking up from beneath 
the table, looking down while stand- 
ing on the chair, and looking at the 
ceiling while seated on a spot marked 
ND orl ae tile, Whe Dleyer TaMbiss 
hold the camera still and count to ten 
for each shot. 


3. Portraits 

Equipment needed: Improvised cam- 
era, bean bag, improvised target, 
square of cloth. 

This can be an individual contest or 
a group contest. Place the improvised 
target on a solid wall. Have each con- 
testant look through the improvised 
camera with the cloth over his head, 


photographer fashion, and try to hit 
the target by tossing the bean bag. 


Rest Games 

Prizes may be given to individuals 
or points to the groups from which 
winners are members. 

1. Beauty Contest 

Equipment needed: Pencils and pa- 
per enough for the group. 

In order that each person may sub- 
mit his picture in a beauty contest, 
turn out the lights and let each at- 
tempt to draw his picture in his favor- 
ite pose. Present the winning girl and 
boy with the titles, “King and Queen 
Valentine for an evening”. 

2. Pictures in Three Dimensions 

Equipment needed: Soap and table 
knives. 

Give a piece of soap to each player 
and ask that statuettes be carved with 
the knives. 


3. Picture Albums 

Equipment needed: Pencils, 
cut-out ads of popularly 
products. 

Ask for the identification of the 
products advertised. 


4. Funny Pictures 

Equipment: Cut-out characters from 
the cartoons, pencils, paper. 

Ask players to identify. 
5. Newspaper Cuts 

Equipment: Pictures of nationally 
known men and women, pencils, pa- 
per. 

Ask players to identify. 
6. Rogues Gallery 

Guessing the identity of silhouettes 
dtawn of the guests as they arrived 
may be done here. 
7. Movies 

Ii there is some motion or still pic- 
ture fan in the League, make this a 
night for taking Luther League pic- 
tures. This would also be a good time 
to show interesting pictures. 


A Lunch Suggestion 
Milk and hot ginger bread 
Marshmallow Creme. =k 


Hints for the Games Leader 

Have all equipment needed for the 
social ready and at hand before the 
social begins. Appoint a helper to as- 
sist where much equipment is needed. 

Alternate games between activity 
games, group games, and rest games 
for variety’s sake. Don’t tire a group 
with any one type. 

If one type of game lags, change to 
another. When one type goes over 
big, emphasize it with another. We 
suggest the same games director over 
a series of socials. One learns to sense 
reactions of a group by experience. 
Pe-haps some older leader or the pas- 
tor or his wife could be asked to per- 
form this task from time to time. The 
director can make or break a social. 

—From ‘Better Leagues” 
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Indians on Parade, Glacier Park 


“The Indian in American Life’—G. E. E. Lindquist and 


others. Friendship Press, New York. 

This book is quite readable and compact, and clarifies 
some wide-spread misconceptions concerning the American 
Indian. 

The purpose of the book is to portray in clear, simple 
language, the history and cultural background, and to bring 
into focus the relations between the Indians and whites, 
the economic and social conditions among the Indian tribes 
and the outstanding educational and religious develop- 
ments of recent years; and further to reveal the present 
status of the Indian and to suggest something of his place 
in the new world order. 


Statistics give the Indian population of the United 
States and Alaska as approximately four hundred thousand, 
which includes people of varying degrees of Indian blood. 
The Indian is not a vanishing race, but what is vanishing 
is the full-blooded Indian. ; ‘ 

Today there are fully twenty thousand Indians in our 
military camps, and twice as many in the war industries. 
The Indian, too, is taking his place on the farms. Indeed, 
he is demonstrating his ability to assume a place in Amer- 
ican life and to hold it. 

“But didn’t we take his land from him? MHasn’t he 
been subjected to drastic changes ever since Columbus dis- 
covered America?” These are among the frequent questions 
addressed to workers among the Indians. The author gives 
a summary of the history of the Indian-white relations 
from Colonial times to the present with emphasis on poli- 
cies, past and present, that led to the development of ward- 
ship. 

There are now from thirty-five to fifty thousand Indian 
children in our public schools, many hundreds in our col- 
leges, and the missions are still caring for a great number 
of under-privileged children and those from Christian homes 
who prefer to entrust the training of their children to the 
agencies of the Church. 

It is of paramount importance to discover, train, and 
use native leadership. To meet this need, the author fol- 
lows the training of the Indian youth and cites the Chris- 
tian contribution to Indian life. “Each race, in the end, 
must be elevated by its own leadership”, he concludes. 

If the Indian’s part in tomorrow’s world is to make 
for increasing participation in American church life, the 
cross must be our uniting symbol. We must put love in the 
place of hate, fellowship in the place of isolation, and co- 


operation in the place of competition. 
—NELLIE L. GATES 


LUTHER LEAGUE TOPIC STUDIES, SECOND QUARTER, 1945 


APRIL 
1—The Certainty of the Resurrection 
John 21 


8—Things We Ought To Know 
—About the Educational Program 
Psalm 78:1-8 


15—Things We Ought To Know 
—About the Missionary Program 
Acts 1:8 


22—Things We Ought To Know 
—About the Life Service Program 
Isaiah 6:1-8 


29—Program for Intermediates 


MAY 
6—Life Service Day 
13—She Kept All These Things in Her Heart 
Luke 2 :46-51 


20—The Inseparable Friend 
John 14:16-18 


27—The Supreme Fellowship 
I John 5:7 


JUNE 
3—Planning Life’s Partnership 
Genesis 24:1-28 
10—The Marriage Service 
Genesis 24 :63-67 
17—What a Christian Home Should Be 
Colossians 3:15; 4:2 


24—What To Do When Trouble Comes 
James 5:13-16 


Materials published monthly in 
The Luther League Review 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


Six 


SENIOR 


After Death, What? 


APRIL 
1—Christ Arose 
Corinthians 15 :1-8 

8—We Shall Rise 

I Corinthians 15 :20-23 
15—Heaven or Hell 

Matthew 25 :31-46 
22—-Success: Madame Chiang Kai Shek 

Psalm 32:8 
29—Program for Intermediates 


Homes That Last 


MAY 


6—Conduct in Courtship 
Colossians 3:17 

13—The Kind of Home I Want 
Colossians 3:18; 4:2 

20—The Kind of Parents We Need 

Ale ea a 6:4 

—The Supreme Fellowshi Trinit 

I John 5:7 as “is 


Four Thingsa Man Must Learn To Do 


JUNE 

3—Think Without Confusion, Clearly 
James 3713-17 

10—Love Your Fellowman Sincerely 
John 15:12 

17—Act from Honest Motives Purely 
Matthew 6:22-24 

24—Trust in God and Heaven Securely 
John 14:1,2 


Materials published quarterly in 
The Senior Quarterly 


INTERMEDIATE 
APRIL 
1—How We Know Jesus Lives (Easter) 
I Corinthians 15 :1-8 
Some Pictures of Jesus 
8—On the Road to Emaus 
Luke 24:13-31 
15—Thomas Believes 
John 20:24-29 
22—Galilean Breakfast 
John 21:1-14 
29—The Ascension 
Acts 1:9-11 
Thoughts for Special Days 


MAY 
6—How To Measure Success 
(Life Service Day) 
I Corinthians 4:1-5 
13—Showing Our Love for Mother 
(Mother’s Day) 
bastion ure L3t6, 17 
'—Celebrating the Birthday of the Church 
(Whitsunday) A é 
pees Acts lane 41-47 
—How the urch Grew (Trinity Sund. 
Acts GAG 27 SdeaseETEe) 
Friends Across the Isthmus 


JUNE 
3—How They Worship 
John 4:19-24 
10—How They Play 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
17—How They Learn 
Philippians 4:8, 9 
24—How We Work Together 
Ephesians 4:1-7, 16 
—— 


Materials published quarterly in 
The Intermediate Quarterly Helps 
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New Life Today 


Easter 


By €. P) HARRY, D:D., Chairman, Education Committee 
Luther League of America 


HE Festival of Jesus’ Resurrection has always 

been celebrated with great joy. Yet always we 

must remind each other of its significance and 

teach those about us the great truths it brings 
to us. Someone has remarked that the great thing about 
the Resurrection is that Christ came to His own with a 
message of peace. They had all forsaken Him in His hour 
of trial. One even had denied Him with oaths. Yet He 
came to them and said, “Peace”. He did not appear to 
those who crucified Him at all. 


Jesus did not return to gloat over His enemies. There 
was nothing of “the conquering hero” even in His resur- 
rection. The Church sometimes introduces a false note 
into her celebration of the Resurrection, as though Christ 
having been humiliated returned and ‘showed them’. No, 
He came in the same quiet way as always. He met the 
women weeping in the garden. He walked with disciples 
along the road and went in to eat supper with them. He 
came in to the upper room without trumpet or fanfare. 
He did not humiliate His foes by suddenly appearing 
among them. The writer previously referred to says that 
Christ came to His own and through them to all people to 
assure them of God’s unshakable love, surviving the bit- 
terness of the Crucifixion and still offering peace and fel- 
lowship. 


Perhaps we should remember that most of all this 
Easter, when all the world is suffering from each other’s 
antagonism in the war. If we, in the spirit of the Resur- 
rection, can come to Japs and Germans and they to us 
with the words, “Peace be unto you”; if we can sit down 
and break bread together and rejoice in God and His love, 
we will lay the basis for a just and durable peace. No one 
has a better chance to teach how to do this than the edu- 
cational leaders of the Luther League. 


Activities 

Luther League educational leaders are coming to ap- 
preciate more and more the value of activities in the 
Leagues. The time has passed when a League can do its 
work well on the basis of considering topics once a month 
or even once a week and letting it go at that. Neither do 
purely social activities keep us up to the line where we 
ought to be. Just having fun, after a time, gets stale. We 
need something more, something constructive. That is 
the reason the best Leagues are developing hobbies and 
community activities. 


These have been suggested more than once in “The 
Review”. We have asked you, and we ask you now again, 
to share with others through “The Review’, some of the 
good things you have done in constructive hobbies or com- 
munity activities. One of the purposes of “The Luther 
League Review” is to make such sharing possible on a 
wide scale. Come on in and help the others with your 
good things! 

Beginning 

If you ask how to begin, we would suggest that you 
take a look around first. Get acquainted with what other 
young people’s groups are doing in your community. They 
may offer suggestions. Do not think it necessary to do the 
same thing as someone else. You must be lacking indeed 
in imagination if when you see someone else doing a good 
thing in his or her society, you cannot think of something 
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better to do in your own. Others’ activities should set your 
own wheels buzzing so that you do something still better. 
It always can be done. “The best is yet to be.” You can 
help it along. 


Wider Views 

Take a wider look. Go to the library. Consult the 
librarian and find out what others in other places are do- 
ino we heremisMlots! Coin sone lunem Ya Vin Goer anidetire 
Y. W. C. A. have many fine programs of youth activity. 
So do the Granges and the 4-H Clubs. Do not overlook 
the ‘‘Forereunners” of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
They have developed some excellent community programs. 
So have some of the labor groups. Pay a visit to the 
Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce in your town or 
the Secretary of the Grange. Get their ideas. There is so 
much to be done which can be done best in the spirit of 
Christ, that it is hopeless to begin to indicate it on a 
page like this. Indeed, it is so intimately community-re- 
lated, and what needs to be done varies so much with every 
place, that it must be directed by local initiative, profiting 
by the experience of others. That is why we are urging 
that you do these things. 


Sit Down 

When you are pretty well filled-up with ideas and your 
confusion is growing greater all the time because of so many 
suggestions, the question becomes how to work them in 
our League! Then sit down. Pray. God gives guidance 
as surely as the sun follows its appointed course through 
the heavens. Ask Him to bring conviction into your heart 
as to what to suggest first. He will lead you. There will 
emerge from the welter of ideas you have gathered the idea 
to present to the League, or perhaps at first to the Execu- 
tive Committee of the League and to your Pastor. 


Counsel 
When you have the idea, counsel with others in the 
League informally to work up interest and get side-views 
which will rub off the rough edges of your own idea and 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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(ian Yeu te I? ) 


By Rosalyn Summer Sease 


N American College girl travel- 
«él ing in China several years ago, 

having failed to obey traffic 
regulations, found herself facing a local 
official. “Can you read?” he asked. In- 
dignantly she replied: “Certainly. 
Everybody can read!” For the mo- 
ment she forgot she was in China 
where only 10 in each 100 of the popu- 
lation can read and write. Recently a 
missionary in India at a mass meet- 
ing of 5000 people asked for a show- 
ing of hands of all who could read. 
Not one hand went up. 


The World’s Illiterate Majority. 
Three out of five of the human race 
cannot read or write. Dr. Frank Lau- 
back tells us: “They are the most 
bruised people on this planet, the 
naked, the hungry, the fallen among 
thieves, the sick, the imprisoned in 
mind and soul, are the twelve hundred 
million illiterates. These millions have 
never had a delegate anywhere, are 
voiceless, for they cannot read, nor 
write, nor vote. ‘What a pity,’ you 
say, ‘that they cannot read,’ but the 
real tragedy is that they cannot speak, 
they are the silent victims, the forgot- 
ten men, driven like animals, mutely 
submitting in every age since the pyra- 
mids were built. It is a human weak- 
ness not to realize suffering till we hear 
a cry. The illiterate majority of the 


Dr. Laubach teaching Jamaican woman 
with donkey 
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human race does not know 
how to make its cry reach 
us.” Get out your Geog- 
raphy. Where are these 
forgotten people? Ninety 
percent of them live in 
lands which are predomi- 
nantly non-Chrittian. They 
are adherents of the five 
greatest non-Christian re- 
ligions: Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism, Confucianism, Mo- 
hammedanism, and Anim- 
ism. The latest available 
figures show that China is 
90% illiterate, India 88%, 
the Moslem World 93%, Afghanistan, 
Iran, Iraq, Turkestan and Arabia 95%. 
Figures for Africa are not accurate, 
but the general estimate is that about 
97% of Africa is illiterate. 
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Probably the most surprising figures 
come from Latin America, predomi- 
nantly Roman Catholic countries. 
Guatemala and Venezuela are 75% il- 
literate, Brazil 70%, Colombia, 50%, 
Mexico 45%. 


Think This Through: Suppose you 
could not read or write. You could not 
write a letter to a member of your 
family overseas, nor read a letter sent 
to you. You could not read a news- 
paper or magazine. Most important of 
all, you could not read your Bible. 
Would you feel as though you were 
cut off from the great on-going world? 


Not only are illiterate peoples de- 
prived of certain of life’s satisfactions 
and pleasures, but everywhere they are 
exploited by the unscrupulous. This is 
notoriously true in India, where the 
masses are always in debt. Mission- 
aries tell us that moneylenders charge 
exhorbitant interest to the man who 
cannot read the contract. Thumb prints 
have signed away many a poor man’s 
land, unwittingly. In Africa, it is the 
illiterate who is the slave of merciless 
plantation owners and gold miners. 
The same is true in many other coun- 
tries. 

We talk about fighting to make our 
democratic ideals more effective in to- 
morrow’s world. How can any coun- 
try attain democracy as long as the 
great majority of its people cannot 
read or vote? How can the social and 
economic level of any group of people 
be raised when they are mentally en- 
slaved? 


Laubach teaching Moros, Philippine Islands 


But the most vital reason for our 
concern about the world’s submerged 
masses is that we, as followers of the 
Teacher of Galilee, believe that liter- 
acy is the basic right of every human 
being. 


The Christian Church Pioneers. The 
Christian Church has always been con- 
cerned about education of the common 
people. Our mission schools have 
pioneered in many areas of the world. 
We have been content however, with 
setting up a few schools for children, 
our aim being to educate leaders for 
the growing Christian Church in China, 
India, Africa and the sea isles. This 
aim is always of first importance. We 
cannot build successful, self-propagat- 
ing churches until we develop leaders 
and members-who are, at least, liter- 
ate. Especially in lands where the new 
convert is surrounded by evil influences 
or actually persecuted, the new Chris- 
tian needs to be able to read his Bible. 
“They can stand firm,’ the mission- 
aries tell us, “when they have access 
to God’s Word for guidance and help.” 


Modern Apostles to the Illiterates. 
Two great Christians have been in- 
strumental in arousing the world to 
the condition of its illiterate majority. 
During the first World War, young 
Jimmie Yen, just graduated from Yale, 
went tosserve asia Y. Me GA ssecres 
tary among his fellow Chinese digging 
trenches in France. The men were 
desperately homesick. They were cut 
off from communication with their 
families. They could not read news- 
papers. Dr. Yen determined to spend 
his life trying to lift his people from 
the curse of illiteracy. He has suc- 
ceeded miraculously, for 45,000,000 
Chinese have learned to read using the | 
new simplified Chinese alphabet which 
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Dr. Yen worked out. Today, in spite 
of war, China’s mass education move- 
ment goes ahead. Even in air-raid 
shelter, one may see mission school 
boys and girls teaching “book” to all 
who will learn. 


The second modern prophet is Dr. 
Frank C. Laubach who today is world 
renowned. Especially is he loved and 
revered in the Philippines, India, East 
Africa, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, 
and in 14 countries of Latin America 
where he has introduced his success- 
ful method for teaching adult illiter- 
ates to read. 


Not only is the Church vitally in- 
terested in the outstanding work of 
this consecrated missionary, but gov- 
ernment and business agencies, as well 
as social and economic groups, are ex- 
cited about the Laubach method. 


“Each One Teach One.” This is the 
secret of the remarkable growth of the 
literacy movement wherever Dr. Lau- 
bach has inaugurated campaigns. He 
has demonstrated that adult illiterates 
learn quickly, if they are taught in the 
language which they speak. This means 
that in many lands the spoken tongue 
must be reduced to writing. Then, a 
simple phonetic picture chart must be 
prepared. 


The teacher teaches one at a time. 
Often the first step must be to over- 


ata 
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come the learner’s feeling of inferiori- 
ty. No discouraging word is spoken. 
Christian tact and patience are the 
teacher’s first qualifications. Dr. Lau- 
bach says: “As I teach, I am praying 
continuously that God will help me to 
love the person I am teaching, and di- 
rect me word by word. That’s why I 
never fail.” 


As soon as a new learner can read 
the first chart, he is told he must 
teach all he knows to someone else. 
Then he returns for his second lesson. 
So the great movement goes on today. 
As each learner becomes a teacher, the 
number of literates increases by geo- 
metric progression. 


Will We Read the Signs of the 
Times? A _ statesman said recently: 
“The keen desire to learn to read and 
write is spreading like a wild fire 
among the world’s great underprivi- 
leged masses.” Mass literacy move- 
ments in China, Literacy Campaigns in 
India and in many Latin American 
countries as well as in the Near East, 
mean that millions are learning today. 


The Church has pioneered in this 
great work. Christian missionaries are 
leading the movement all around the 
world. Governments and industry are 
co-operating in many countries. Will 
the Church invest a sufficient amount 
of manpower and money power in this 
strategic work to keep the lead? Will 


we as a World Church, seize this Post 
War Opportunity No. 1 to help mold 
the thinking of these 1,200,000,000 
whose minds are being opened? 


kk * 


(Editor’s Note: The writer of this 
article Mrs. Virgil B. Sease, is one 
of the distinguished women members 
of The United Lutheran Church in 
America. She is a lecturer, a writer, 
and a missionary leader of the first 
magnitude. 


She has served successive terms on 
the important Education Division of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of 
the U. L. C. A. She is now complet- 
ing her term as a member of the 
Parish and Church School Board of 
the Church, having been one of the 
first women to be chosen to serve in 
that capacity. 


Though her Church has claimed 
much of her time, talent, and treasure, 
Mrs. Sease’s broad-mindedness and 
wide sympathies have led her into 
important inter-denominational activi- 
ties. As a member of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America 
she serves as a highly valued member 
of its Committee on World Literacy 
and Christian Literature. No _ better 
person in the Church could have been 
chosen to write this article. We hope 
for another such contribution from her 
pen very soon.) 
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A page from a book used in teaching adults in our Teluga mission field. 
The words at the right correspond with the pictures at the left. 
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The Act of Installation 


VERY significant event in the 
FI history of The Luther League 

of America took place in Holy 
Communion Church, Philadelphia, on 
the evening of Sunday, January 2\st, 
when a capacity congregation gathered 
to witness the first public induction of 
an Executive Secretary of the organi- 
zation. The Rev. Joseph Wade Frease, 
formerly of Columbus, Ohio, Director 
of Religious Education and Youth 
Work in the Ohio Synod, was installed 
as the fifth Executive Secretary in the 
fifty years of the organization’s history. 


The occasion was high-lighted by 
the presence of the new President of 
The United Lutheran Church in 
America, The Rev. Franklin Clark 
Fry, D.D. Dr. Fry preached a stirring 
sermon on the theme, “Youth,-a Door 
to the Future’, and performed the Act 
of Installation of the new officer. The 
text for the occasion was I Corinthians 
16:9, “For a great door and effectual 
is opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries”. 


The two clerical members-at-large 
on the League’s Executive Committee, 
Rey. Alfred J. Beil, Lawrence, Kan- 
sas, and Rev. John W. Cobb, Blacks- 
burg, Virginia, served as Liturgist and 
Reader of the Lessons respectively. 
Music for the service was provided by 
the Choir of St. Peter’s Church, Phila- 
delphia, Mrs. Ruth Luty Campbell, Or- 
ganist, and Mr. Robert G. Campbell, 
Director. 


The Service of Installation was the 
first festival event of the League’s 
golden anniversary year, 1945, and it 
brought to Headquarters all the mem- 


Ten 


bers of the Executive Committee save 
one, who is out of the country in the 
armed forces. On the two days follow- 
ing the annual sessions of the Com- 
mittee were held. The wise counsel of 
Dr. Fry was enjoyed for a part of this 
time. 


Golden Anniversary Fund Planned 

Having previously obtained approval 
of the Executive Board of the Church 
for the raising of a Golden Anniversary 
Fund, the Committee approved Presi- 
dent Schaediger’s appointment of Mr. 
John H. Lauman, First Vice-President, 
as Chairman of the Committee to pre- 
sent to Leaguedom the Golden Anni- 
versary Appeal for $25,000. The pur- 
pose of this Appeal is to insure the 
work which will make possible the 
growth and strengthening of the or- 
ganization’s total program in the five 
years immediately ahead. Subsequent 
to modify original plans for raising this 
fund. As soon as revised plans are 
available they will be made public. 
Meanwhile let every present-day 
Leaguer and every former Leaguer 
plan to make a generous gift to the 
Golden Anniversary Fund in token of 
appreciation for what the League has 
meant to his life and to perpetuate and 
strengthen the work of the League for 
the youth of tomorrow. 


The vacancy on the Executive Com- 
mittee created by the choice of Rev. 
J. W. Frease as Executive Secretary 
was filled by the election of Roy Hen- 
rickson, President of the Luther 
League of the Pittsburgh Synod and 
Chairman of its Jubilee Convention 
Committee. Mr. Henrickson was pres- 


ent at the meeting to discuss details of 
the then-developing convention pro- 
gram as originally scheduled for Pitts- 
burg, July 12-16, 1945. 


Pittsburgh Jubilee Convention 
Postponed 


The current order of the O. D. T. 
gave the committee pause concerning 
the further projection of the Pittsburgh 
Convention in 1945. It seemed inevita- 
ble that the convention would be can- 
celled unless there were some change 
in the war situation. In the light of 
all the facts in the case and in consul- 
tation with Mr. Henrickson, the chair- 
man of the Pittsburgh Convention 
Committee, it was unanimously decided 
to postpone indefinitely the holding of 
the Jubilee Convention at Pittsburgh 
until such time as circumstances per- 
mit. This means that the next conven- 
tion of The Luther League of America, 
whenever it is possible to hold it, and 
as soon as it is possible to hold it, 
will be held in Pittsburgh, and that 
that convention will be designated the 
Jubilee Convention of The Luther 
League of America. So keep Pitts- 
burgh in mind! Plan now to be there 
whenever the call is given. Look for- 
ward to the greatest convention the 
organization has ever held. 


The War Service Committee, for 
whose work the offerings of Youth 
Sunday, 1944, were allocated, reported 
the creation and distribution of The 
Service Leaguer as a special feature 
of The Luther League Review monthly 


New Member-at-Large 


ROY HENRICKSON 


President, The Luther League of 
The Pittsburgh Synod 
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New Editor, “The Luther League Review” 
REV. WILLIAM J. DUCKER 
Associate Secretary, Luther League of America 


since last April. In order to insure the 
widest possible distribution reprints 
were made available at small cost. A 
sampling of the first ‘issue was sent to 
pastors and orders were taken for re- 
prints, the latter with negligible suc- 
cess. However, there were more than 
75,000 free copies of the special two- 
color Christmas issue distributed to 
service people through pastors who re- 
sponded to the offer. This latter pro- 
ject consumed the funds available to 
the work of the committee as received 
up to that time. (The total income of 
the War Service Fund to date is given 
on page 30 of this issue.) The neces- 
sary subsidy for the continuance of 
The Service Leaguer was voted from 
the general budget for 1945. 


The Financial Outlook 


The Treasurer’s Report showed a 
larger income from the Sustaining 
Membership Fund in 1944 than in any 
previous year since the establishment 
of the Fund in 1926. (A detailed re- 
port for the year 1944 was given in 
the February issue of The Luther 
League Review.) Guided by the in- 
creased generosity of 1944 and prodded 
by the greater budgetary requirements 
of 1945, the Finance Committee ap- 
propriated an even larger sum for the 
current year, setting the quota at 
$5,000. An expression of appreciation 
was extended Miss Mildred Gartel- 
mann, Chairman of the Sustaining 
Membership Committee, for her good 
work in raising $4,572.13 in 1944, 


APRIL, 1945 Eleven 


Hel 


The Finance Committee, Mr. How- 
ard Turkheimer, Jr., Chairman, was 
confronted with the perennial problem 
of balancing a budget for 1945. It was 
clear once more that annual receipts 
from all sources—dues, Executive 
Board appropriation, and Sustaining 
Memberships—are insufficient to pro- 
vide for the program which the organi- 
zation must provide if it is to meet the 
needs of the present opportunities with 
youth in our churches. No immediate 
solution was seen, except the success 
of the Golden Anniversary Appeal for 
$25,000, which, if spent over a five- 
year period as planned, should provide 
for the necessary extension required 
in the immediate future. The total bud- 
get for 1945 approximates $32,000, not 
including the Golden Anniversary Fund. 


The earnest hope was expressed that 
the greatly improved issues of The 
Luther League Review would increas-_ 
ingly merit and attain the support of 
our pastors and young people, and that, 
before long, it could be made self-sus- 
taining, thus releasing the considerable 
subsidy for publications now required 
for other, much-needed work. The 
editor stated that this would require 
a very considerable increase in the 
number of subscriptions and explained 
that a thoroughgoing subscription 
campaign was in the offing for 1945. 


First Festival Event of 5Oth 
ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


The Committee, faced with the dis- 
satisfactions created by the issues of 
publications reaching the field late all 
the time, instructed the editor of The 
Luther League Review to begin pub- 
lishing the topics for the month ahead 
in the issue of the current month. This 
plan was to begin with the March 1s- 
sue, which was to carry topics for 
March and April. Deadlines for mate- 
rial printed in the quarterlies were ad- 
vanced to take care of this problem as 
it relates to them, 


In surveying the then incomplete 
statistics for the year 1944, it was pre- 
dicted that the low-water mark in 
membership had been passed, that 
several state and synodical Luther. 
Leagues had reported increases in 
membership during the period covered, 
and that the prospect for continued 
growth in 1945 was bright. 


The Education Committee, Dr. C. P. 
Harry, Chairman, presented for adop- 
tion three new sets of topics for 1946. 
It was commended for the interesting 
book-reviews of current volumes which 
it is preparing for The Luther League 
Review, but it was also requested to 
prepare the type of Reading Course, a 
single list for distribution early in the 
new League year, which it had been 
the custom of the League to have in 
years past but which was discontinued 
for 1944-1945. 


Continued on Page 24 


The Recessional 


Happy Student Group, Susquehanna University 


HRISTIAN education can offer help for people hop- 

ing to plan peaceful living. The answer it has is 

not a new or radical idea, but rather one that has 

been in existence many years. Lutheran pioneers 
settling a new land realized the need for colleges in which 
their sons and daughters could prepare to spend useful 
lives in their communities, lives that put into action the 
simple and wonderful teachings of Christ. 


In the years since the founding of these schools, there 
have been men and women willing to support them actively. 
Some through financial means, some by arousing interest 
in their ideals, others by spending their lives teaching, still 
others by sending students to the college classrooms have 
been active supporters. 


Perhaps, facing the present and looking toward the 
future, it would be well for, those earnestly interested in 
meeting the world’s problems to learn how Christian col- 
leges prepare youth. The task of any college is to place 
before students sources of knowledge for use in preparing 
for their chosen occupation or profession. The college sup- 
plies able teachers who can help students extract from those 
sources the needed information, adding to the written 
principles their own interpretation, the wisdom and under- 
standing produced by years of study. 


Christian institutions provide good textbooks and li- 
braries well equipped. Opportunities are always present for 
study, study that means not only reading books but also 
recognizing the value of the material in relation to exist- 
ing problems. 


Especially important, however, is the influence of well- 
trained faculty members who enjoy teaching and inspiring 
youth. Their interest in the students is more than class- 
room acquaintance and their relationship often that of friend 
and adviser. Group discussions by the fireside in a pro- 
fessor’s-home bring to light new ideas, strikin 
broader outlooks to 
minds of youth. 


g realizations, 
shape the thought and develop the 
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Going “Jo College! 
Help Available | 


By SUE STIREWALT, Wittenberg College, 1946 


Spending day after day with classmates on college 
campus is learning to live with people. It fosters an ap- 
preciation of the rights of others, an understanding of per- 
sonality that is necessary in every home and community. 
Student activities exact cooperation in every effort—playing 
games, planning programs, publishing newspapers, govern- 
ing the campus. And membership in organizations increases 
responsibility, allows for the development of abilities. As- 
sociations in an atmosphere where Christian principles are 
always foremost, become sources of enjoyment and growth. 

Christian principles and teachings affect college life 
continually, Fellowships such as the YMCA, the YWCA, 
and the Lutheran Student Association provide opportuni- 
ties for work, for discussions, for services together. Stu- 
dents meet in daily chapel periods for quiet worship, find- 
ing there moments of peace away from the noise and hurry 
of dormitory and classroom. Gatherings where speakers 
present Christian ideas and challenges influence the indi- 
vidual outlook, the trend of the group. These values the 
church-related college, small but vitally interested in the 
tiaining of youth, offer. This is their contribution to the 
preparation for future years that promise to exact of men 
and women action that will influence not only themselves 
but also the conditions under which people of many nations 
must live. 


The need for such Christian colleges will continue. 
Their survival may be threatened, however, as educational 
tendencies, in keeping with world activity, turn toward the 
training of larger groups in institutions under state sup- 
port. Some people are questioning the ability of smaller 
institutions to provide adequate facilities for research, neces- 
sary salaries, and a more reasonable teaching burden for 
their faculties. The solution of these and many educational 
problems requires the attention, interest, and support of 
church men and women who believe in the necessity of col- 
leges in which Christ is the Master Teacher. 
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Said Dr. Isaiah Bowman, President, Johns Hopkins 
University, “Victory will be in two fields, combat and re- 
covery. Only a trained people, trained in leadership, trained 
in analysis, trained in agreement, can win these great ob- 
jects.” Our Lutheran Colleges are dedicated to a 
program of training Christian leaders for all the walks 
ef life. 


Said Dr. Gould Wickey, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of Education of the U. L. C. A., “Christian edu- 
cators have much to contribute to the morale and perspec- 
tive of persons who may very easily lose their sense of 
cirection and value. It costs much for the Church to work 
in the field of higher education, but it would cost more 
for the Church not to be active in this work.” .. . Lutheran 
Colleges must be supported more liberally by the rank and 
file of Lutherans. That means students and funds. 


Said Dr. Charles S. Bauslin, “No problem is $0 vital 
to the progress of the Church as that of an adequate sup- 
ply of leaders. The peril which lies just ahead of the 
Lutheran Church is the evident and alarming shortage of 
these leaders. Recruiting for Christian service pierces to 
the heart of the entire program of the Church.” .. . Given 
the chance, that is, more students and more funds, Luther- 
an Colleges will do their part to fill the need. 
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THE BIBLE AND SCIENCE 


The Bible Answers “Why a Science Answers “rou 2° 


The Bible is Concerned with DYNAMICS Science, with MECHANICS 


George Washington Carver—The Scientist Studies the Bible 


Lutheran Colleges teach the Bible and Science. Christian leaders 
in all walks of life must be educated in both the Bible and Science. 
These colleges guide youth in the Way of Life and the way to live. 
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Executive Committce Wakes Plaus 
Under New Seeretarial Leadership 


* ba Vufluence ou The 
Suture 


The ministry to German prisoners 
by the Lutheran Commission for Pris- 
oners of War may develop into one 
of the outstanding influences of the 
post-war world. Evidence is piling 
up that as the German prisoners be- 
come acclimated to life behind barbed 
wires and their first bewilderment 
passes, the majority of them welcome 
the friendly hand offered them by 
Lutheran chaplains and pastors. Simi- 
lar reports come from both sides of 
the Atlantic. 


At a New England army post a 
German PW camp has recently been 
established and the chaplain at the 
post requested the Lutheran pastor 
from a neighboring city to come in to 
minister to the prisoners. After visit- 
ing them, he reports that most of them 
are boys about 18 or younger. “They 
were all picked up wounded on the 
battlefields of Normandy—some_ un- 
conscious. When they came to in the 
London hospital, they were amazed 
that ‘those barbarians’ had not mur- 
dered them. They are humbly thank- 
ful to the Allies and are amazed at the 
excellent treatment they are receiving 
and the abundance of food they have. 
I find them very responsive and hun- 
gry for ‘innere Stille’ and a quieting 
help in their concern for their loved 
ones back home.” Adding that, “the 
greatest present need at the camp 1s 
to build up morale,’ the pastor re- 


(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


The year 1945 is the Golden Anni- 
versary Year of the founding of The 
Luther League of America, and the 
leaders of the organization had planned 
a great convention in the city where it 
was organized fifty years ago. No one 
thought seriously of a possible change 
in the plans until mid-January when 
the Office of Defense Transportation 
gave notice that it would invoke a ban 
on conventions of over 50 persons af- 
ter February Ist, in order that facili- 
ties now taxed to the utmost by war- 
time military requirements might not 
be further strained. This involves both 
transportation and hotel accommoda- 
tions in population centers, where con- 
ventions are wont to be held. 

After carefully considering all the 
angles of the case, the Committee de- 
cided to postpone the Jubilee Conven- 
tion and cooperate 100% with the gov- 
ernment’s order to conserve everything 
necessary to the winning of the war 
at the earliest possible time. It will be 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 3) 


% Sees Prospects For 
Grught Future 


After seeing its new Executive Sec- 
retary, Rev. Joseph W. Frease, in- 
stalled, the Executive Committee of 
The Luther League of America con- 
vened in regular annual session at its 
Headquarters in Philadelphia, January 
22 and 23. The business sessions were 
presided over by Mr. Alvin H. Schae- 
diger, genial and capable President of 
the organization. 


Two new members were greeted at 
this meeting. Miss Virginia Wirt, of 
Des Moines, former President of the 
Luther League of Iowa, had been ap- 
pointed Life Service Committee Chair- 
man to fill out the term of a member 
resigned. The other was a member 
chosen at this meeting. Mr. Roy Hen- 
rickson, President of the Luther 
League of the Pittsburgh Synod, was 
elected to fill-out the unexpired term 
of the new Executive Secretary. 


Mr. Henrickson was present as the 
Chairman of the Pittsburgh Luther 
League’s Convention Committee to 
confer about many important details of 
the then-planned Jubilee Convention at 
Pittsburgh, July 12-16, 1945. The ac- 
tion reported in column 2 was heartily 
concurred in by the Pittsburgh Con- 
vention Committee, who promise to 
continue their work to make the Jubi- 
lee Convention in Pittsburgh whenever 
it is held, the greatest convention that 
The Luther League of America has 
ever held, a convention which will be 


(Continued on Page 3, Column 1) 
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But Easter is more than a date upon 
the calendar. It is more than a service 
in the church with floral and musical 
display, as many of you now know 
from actual experience. For those otf 
us at home it includes all of these, but 
for none of us does it mean only these 
things. For all of us Easter is an 
awakening in the heart to the miracle 
of life in Christ. Easter is the seal of 
the Christian’s certainty that Jesus 
lives and that we shall live also. 

There is no doubt that He died. His 
death was real, as real and as painful 
as that experienced by that comrade 
in arms who fell at your side. Death 
as you have seen it on the battle front 
is no pretty thing, but death rarely is. 
It is often accompanied by struggle 
and great pain, even when it comes im 
the privacy of one’s own bedroom with 
one’s dearest nearby. 


But war-time does introduce another 
factor—sudden and violent death for 
many deliberately inflicted by man. 
One at home is never surrounded with 
so much death at one time. They come 
singly in our family circles. But on 
the battle field the grim reaper stalks 
abroad. 


Some seem to, find comfort in a near 
fatalistic view. You have heard it said, 
perhaps have said it yourself, “If that 
shell, bullet, grenade, has your name 
on it, it will get you; if it does not, 
you'll escape’. That's just a simple 
attempt to steel one’s self against a 
possible unpleasant experience, to bol- 
ster one’s courage in the face of grave 
and admitted danger. However incor- 
rect the theology may be, it may serve 
a useful purpose at the time. 


However, the Christian religion has 
a higher courage and a sweeter comfort 
to offer to those in the midst of grave 
danger. It has nothing to say about 
when death will come or of how it may 
come, but it does teach us how to be 
ready for the experience whenever it 
may come. It leads us to Christ, the 
Life; it teaches us not to fear death; 
it assures us of our Own personal vic- 
tory over death through Christ. It in- 
troduces us to life in Him now and for- 
ever. This is the message of Easter— 
of the empty tomb in Joseph’s lovely 
garden; of the appearances of the risen 
Christ; of the resurrected Lord of life. 


And the faith of Easter was not the 
result of wishful thinking or of easy 
acceptance of a tale told by emotional- 
ly upset women. It was real. There 
is no better authenticated fact in hu- 
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man experience. Jesus had on several 
occasions told His disciples of His ap- 
proaching death and of the fact that on 
the third day He would rise again. But, 
somehow, the gloom of His going was 
such a great disappointment to them 
that they completely overlooked the 
promise of resurrection. So it was that 
when the women came to the tomb 
early in the morning of the first day 
of the week, they came with leaden 
steps and heavy hearts to complete the 
task of embalming the body for burial, 
a process cut short by the hasty burial 
before sundown on Good Friday. They 
went to a cemetery expecting only to 
find that death reigned. But soon they 
were to be confronted with another 
fact—that Jesus was not there, that 
He had arisen, that He truly lived. 
Their tears were promptly turned into 
songs of triumph and their steps were 
sped to go tell the good news. 

Yes, Easter is the assurance that 
Jesus lives. We need that assurance 
again and again, regardless of wherever 
we may be on God’s green earth, or of 
what the conditions that obtain with 
us. For it is on this fact that we base 
our own hopes for resurrection and life 
after death. 


“Jesus lives; no longer now 
Can thy terrors, Death, appall us; 
Jesus lives! by this we know 
From the grave He will recall us. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be our confidence.” 


Yes, Jesus lives! That is the central 
fact of the Christian religion. Indeed, 
the presence of the Christian religion 
in the world nearly 2,000 years later 
can not be accounted for in any other 
way than by the fact that men believed 
the preaching of those who were wit- 
nesses of the resurrection. Had Jesus 
died and remained dead, He would sim- 
ply have gone down in history as one 
of the best of men, a great teacher of 
noble truths. But His resurrection 
from the dead made all the difference 
in the world. It was the final proof of 
His Lordship, the unanswerable evi- 
dence of His divine power. 


It makes all the 
world to us. 


“We are the Lord’s: His all- 
sufficient merit, 

Sealed on the Cross, to us this 
grace accords; 

We are the Lord’s, and all things 
shall inherit; 

Whether we live or die, we are 
the Lord’s.” 


difference in the 
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remembered that in 1943 the Rochester 
Convention of The Luther League of 
America was cheerfully canceled by 
the Executive Committee in view of all 
the circumstances even then obtaining 
without restrictive government order. 
This time, however, it is a clear case 
of postponement. The next conven- 
tion of The Luther League of America 
will be held in Pittsburgh, and, when- 
ever held, it will be called the Jubilee 
Convention. It will be a truly great 
event of the early Post-War Period, 
when Luther Leaguers now in service 
will have the privilege of attending, 


* Executive Committee 
Wakes Plaus 


(Continued from Page 1, Column 3) 


the more joyous because it will be at- 
tended by many Luther Leagters now 
on the world’s battle fronts. 


The Golden Anniversary Year, how- 
ever, is to be celebrated with appro- 
priate activities. First, with an eye to 
the future and the strengthening of the 
whole League program, it is planned 
to raise a fund of not less than $25,000 
to be used for a program of advance 
in the five years immediately ahead. 
This Golden Anniversary Fund will 
make possible additional practical helps 
to local Leagues, a service the need for 
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quests that books be forwarded as soon 
as possible from the Lutheran Com- 
mission supply in New York City. He 
says, “there are almost no books and 
they are pleading for them. They want 
books that will help them think . 
If you can have some books sent to 
us or let me know how I may apply 
for them, a large number of lonely 
German lads will be grateful to you.” 
From an American PW camp some- 
where behind the front in an unnamed 
location overseas, a Lutheran chaplain 
writes to the Lutheran Commission 
for Prisoners of War for anywhere 
“from 100 to 2,000 German Pocket 
Testaments or Prayer Books; 100 to 
300 German song books, preferably 
small size, also several books of Ger- 
man Lutheran liturgy with music or 
without.” The chaplain states that 
where he is prisoner-of-war literature 
is not available, and supplies must be 
sent him from the United States. He 
reports there are “prisoners in five 
figures” present at the camp where 
he is stationed, and has the following 


remarks to make concerning their 
situation: 
“There is plenty of evidence that 


the Nazi regime treated its Lutheran 


clergy like David treated Uriah— 
enough said. .. . Services or Bible dis- 
cussions are held daily. Some of 
the young Nazis do not know they 
have a soul, they exhibit surprise at 
such a teaching. They do not know 
what conviction of sin is—were taught 
that sin in the world was the result 
of impure racial mixtures. . PW’s 
behold with wonder that as Nazism 
goes down toward oblivion, a Figure 
on a Cross looms up and speaks to 
them a message 1900 years old that 
does not die! ... Last Sunday I held, 
or supervised nine services in this large 


camp. Voluntary attendance showed 
interest; about 1800 attended the 
various services in spite of turmoil. 


About 350 partook of communion at 
Lutheran services.” 

Up to the beginning of November, 
the Lutheran Commission for Prison- 
ers of War shipped to PW camps in 
the United States over 110,000 se- 
lected, cleaned and censored books. 
More than 30,000 additional books have 
been sent to 16 chaplains at prisoner- 
of-war camps overseas. As the num- 
ber of prisoners taken increases the 
demand for additional books becomes 
more insistent. 
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which has been sensed before but which 
has not been possible with the League’s 
severely limited annual income. Sec- 
ond, the Anniversary will be celebrated 
throughout Leaguedom on Youth Sun- 
day, September 23, 1945. A _ suitable 
service will be made available for use 
in local Leagues. 


With the coming of the new Execu- 
tive Secretary a change in certain pre- 
viously assigned duties was made be- 
tween the Executive and the Associate 
Secretary, Rev. William J. Ducker. 
The responsibility for editing all pub- 
lications, with the exception of the In- 
termediate Quarterly Helps, which is 
to be a part of the work of the Execu- 
tive Secretary, has been given to Sec- 
retary Ducker. This includes the edit- 
ing of The Luther League Review, 
which he assumed as a temporary as- 
signment a year ago. 


Secretary Frease, asked to write his 
impressions of this, his first annual 
meeting in his new capacity, has writ- 
ten the following: “One of the most 
encouraging factors in the January 
meeting was the presence of The Rev. 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, new President 
of The United Lutheran Church in 


America. He pointed the Luther 
League to some of the many oppor- 
tunities before it, to its responsibili- 
ties in supporting the work of the 
Church-at-large by urging full local 
support of the much-needed, enlarged 
budget of the Church and of the whole 
program of Lutheran World Action. 
He called attention to the need for 
more full-time workers in the Church 
and reminded the League of its obliga- 
tion to the thousands of teen-agers on 
the home front as well as to all those 
Leaguers now on the war front.” 


“Looking back over the two days of 
serious work and careful planning for 
the future there is a feeling on my part 
that every member of the Committee 
realized the importance of the work to 
be done. To us in the office, who have 
been charged with the duty of carry- 
ing out the plans made during those 
busy hours, there is given a challenge 
and an opportunity for service not ex- 
celled in the fifty years of Luther 
League of America history. With the 
help of all our youth on the home 
front and with the prayers of those 
abroad as well, we believe we shall re- 
ceive grace sufficient to accomplish all 
God expects of His faithful servants.” 
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Peace was the object, as well as the 
sole and all absorbing thought, otf 
nearly five hundred Christian men and 
women who met in Cleveland, Ohio, 
January 16-19. These people, both lay 
and clergy, some born in lands across 
the seas and others born in America, 
but all being Christian, were called to- 
gether by the National Study. Confer- 
ence on the Churches and a Just and 
Durable Peace. They were representa- 
tive of nearly every denomination of 
Protestantism. 


Some Findings 
We cannot list here all the findings. 
You will be especially interested to 
read a summary of the study of Chris- 


tian Faith and World Order. Briefly 
they are: 
1. The Christian Faith. “In our ef- 


fort to make decisions and to 
take action ... we are called 
upon to re-affirm our Faith.” 


2. A World Mission. “The Church 
. stands under divine com- 
pulsion to serve the world. 
This world mission places upon 
the Church equal responsibili- 
ty for all people.” 


3. Principle and Action. “At all 
times, Christians must keep 
ultimate goals in view, but 
they have equal responsibility 
to mark out attainable steps 
toward those goals, and to sup- 


port them.” 


4. American Attitudes. ‘Whether 
America will be a help or a 
hindrance in building a peace- 
able world depends upon the 
attitudes of individuals and 
groups in our nation.” 


5. American Practice. “Only if our 
domestic order is born again 
with fresh vision and deter- 
mination to-meet the needs of 
men can America fulfill her 
thission and bring hope and 
encouragement to a _ broken 
world.” 


The Dumbarton Oaks Proposals 
were the basis of study for political ac- 
tion in international developments in 
the plan for world peace. These pro- 
posals, for the most part, were adopted 
as the statement from the Church. 
They were prefaced with the purpose 
of justice set forth in the Atlantic 
Charter. Certain amendments were 
suggested with the hope that they 


might be given to President Roosevelt 
before the Crimean Conference, which 
was then pending. 

These findings were transmitted to 
the President before he had to leave 
for his Conference with Mr. Stalin and 
Mr. Churchill. Seemingly the Church 
was heard through its proposals from 
Cleveland. At least, we can say that 
the influence of the Gospel was mani- 
fest, for many parts of the report in- 
dicate an inclination toward the sug- 
gestions made by the Church. 


In the approach to the study of our 
post-war relations to Germany and 
Japan the delegates were aided great- 
ly by men who had lived in these coun- 
tries prior to the war. Some of these 
men had been in Europe since the war 
began, even as recently as December, 
1944. 


Compulsory Military Training 

One of the points discussed at length 
was the proposed Bill, then pending 
in Washington, which would make one- 
year compulsory military training a 
peace-time regulation. The Conference 
proposed that this Bill be tabled until 
one year after hostilities had ceased in 
order that the problem might be de- 
cided under less strenuous circum- 
stances than now prevail. 


One prominent Churchman, a Col- 
lege President, speaking elsewhere, 
has suggested that if military training 
were a guarantee against war, Europe 
would have been the most peaceful and 
most orderly place on earth in the last 
half century. He supported this by 
pointing out that France adopted the 
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system in 1793; Prussia did the same 
in 1807; and all other important na- 
tions in Europe did so between 1875 
and 1914. 

He pointed out that one year is too 
short a time to improve the health of 
the nation materially when it applies 
to a youth eighteen years of age. It is 
too short and too late to provide the 
discipline which the home has failed 
to provide. Other weaknesses were 
suggested which you in the Service 
have long since discovered in regi- 
mented living. 


Some Observations 


Young men and young women were 
present in the meeting in goodly num- 
bers. They spoke out of sincere con- 
viction concerning the many items dis- 
cussed. Those of you of younger years 
were well represented. 


Laymen out of every walk of life 
were there. They contributed to the 
sessions in a refreshing way. They ex- 
hibited the kind of faith that we are 
told by the Chaplains that you Chris- 
tian men and women are manifesting 
everywhere you go. 


A truly penitent spirit was manifest 
by all present. A conviction that man 
must depend upon God for the solu- 
tion of this great problem gave hope- 
fulness to all that was attempted. Out 
of the willingness to look to God for 
the strength to bring peace on earth 
grew the plan to use every means pos- 
sible to educate all peoples of the earth 
for peaceful living and to give the love 
of Christ to every soul at home and 
abroad. 
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Findings Committee which wrote the Cleveland “Message to the Churches” 


Front Row (seated)—-Emory Ross, Mrs. Ha Si 
7 ; 1 
Frederick Nolde. Bb hae e 


Second Row (standing)—William Scarlett. B 1 
Walter Van Kirk, Charles J. Turck, Georgia Halk eco ene 


Arndt, Vernon Holloway, O. 


John Foster Dulles, Elmer J. 


John Rood Cunningham, 
F. Tittle, Luman J. Shater, 


May aud Yune Mouths of 
Special P'7L Emphases 


Chairman Clark Issues The Call 


rt Message to P 7 L Chacrmen 


Dear Luther Leaguer: 


A great responsibility has been placed in your hands. It is a glorious oppor- 
tunity. To challenge youth to keep God’s Word within reach at all times, to read 
daily the greatest of all books, and to share the Word with others, is truly a glorious 
privilege that comes only to one who is a Christian. This is your task and goal 
as Pocket Testament League Chairman in your group. 

Below you find a “Weekly Bible Thought” for each week in the month. We 
hope this will prove a useful PTL tool for you in your work. With the Bible in 
your hand you can stand before your local League at each meeting and use the 
Bible Thought for the week. This is one way of keeping the challenge constantly 
in the minds of your group. It is a means of soliciting new PTL, members. 

MRS. TED H. (FRANCES MILLER) CLARK 
MRS. TED H. CLARK P. T. L. Chairman, Luther League of America 


Weekly Suuday. Way 6th 


Would ye live abundantly? Then read ye daily 
R His Holy Word. 
| eC Read John 10:10. 
T 


| houghts Seek ye light on life’s problems? Then carry 


the Bible with you and read it daily. 
Read John 8:12. 


a8 


For May Is it an ever-deepening love you desire? Daily 


Bible reading will fulfill your desire. 


Meeting Read John 13:34. 


T 


Do you need joy and cheer? It can be yours if 
By Frances Miller Clark you search His Word daily. 


. Read I Peter 3:13. 
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Is Your 
Easter 


T was Christ who said, “Consider the lilies of the 

field. .., I say unto you that Solomon in all his 

glory, was not arrayed like one of these”. While 

it is true that the flowers to which Christ referred 
were not in the strictest sense the plant we designate by 
the term “Easter Lily”, yet the glory of this flower is 
beyond doubt included in the statement. 

The word “lily” designates one of the largest and most 
important of plant families. All members of this family 
are graceful and stately and many of them are alike, but 
certain varieties are adapted to particular soils and situa- 
tions. Likewise the use and need for the various types 
of memberships in the Sustaining Membership Fund are 
alike, but they are also different to accommodate the size 
and type of interest expressed in the gift to this fund. 

The white lily has always been one of the commonest 
flowers of antiquity, appearing in poetry along with the 
rose and violet from the time of Homer down to the 
present day. In all lands it has been regarded, as an em- 
blem of purity and innocence. From the pen of Julia C. R. 
Door comes this vivid description: 

“And the stately lilies stand 

Fair in the silvery light, 

Like saintly vestals, pale in prayer; 
Their pure breath sanctifies the air, 
As its fragrance fills the night.” 

Until early in the nineteenth century, the Madonna 
lily of southern Europe was used by American florists for 
the Easter lily. But its blooming was uncertain and often 
late, so that new species were introduced, and we now 
have the stately stemmed, trumpet-shaped, waxy white 
flowers which profusely adorn our church altars at Easter. 

Could we find a more fitting symbol of the Easter 
spirit than this Easter lily? Its tall, slender, green stalk 
breathes forth the message of the reawakening of spring, 
and its crowning, pure white blossoms, crisp, and perfect 
in their grace, peel forth a message of solemn joy—joy in 
the Risen Christ. 

The perfection and cultivation of this flower begins 
with the care of the bulb during its rest period. It should 
never be exposed to the sun for more than a few minutes 
or allowed to remain uncovered longer than necessary to 
remove the surface moisture. It should be stored in a 
cool, well-ventilated place covered with dry sand. The 
longer the bulbs are kept in storage the longer the blos- 
soming of the lilies is delayed. For commercial sale and 
profit, the flowering season must be hastened or retarded 
according to the date of Easter. 

Many Luther Leaguers and friends of youth are keep- 
ing their $1 Contributing and Service Memberships, and 
their $5 or more Loyalty, Memorial, Honor or Gift Meme 
berships in cold storage. They thus delay the blossom- 
ing of the Luther League program in the lives of many 
of our Lutheran youth. As there is no commercial profit 
involved, the flow of these gifts into Luther League Head- 
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quarters need not be retarded. The Easter message of The 
Risen Christ is brought daily into the lives of many of 
our youth through this program and is not peculiar to 
Easter alone. The extent of this message through the 
Luther League program is retarded or helped by your neg- , 
lect or gift to the Sustaining Membership Fund. Send 
your gift today to The Luther League of America, Suite 
405 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. By so doing 
you will extend the message of The Risen Christ into the 
hearts of more of our Lutheran youth and be able with 
Phillips Brooks to say: 

“OQ Risen Christ! O Easter Flower! 

How dear Thy grace has grown! 

From East to West, with loving power, 

Make all the world Thine own.” 


MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 
Sustaining Membership Committee 


kk *& 
EXPERIENCING A PERSONAL RELIGION 


(Continued from Page 3) 


sign of spiritual growth. Pastors can lend helpful advice 
in helping one to pass through the period of honest doubt 
and to achieve stable Christian personality. When doubts 
are not resolved, life itself becomes arrested. The individual 
so assailed often becomes cynical, insecure, and unadjusted 
to the realities he must face. We-must use our doubts as 
stepping stones to higher altitudes where the air is clear 
and we can see our-way more clearly. 


Personal Religion Alone Gives One 
a Faith To Live By 

Youth needs a religion in which and by which he can 
live. Without it youth—as well as anyone else—drifts, gets 
into trouble, loses its way, becomes confused and feels 
hopeless. A religion which is adopted simply because the 
parents lived by this religion is a poor substitute for a 
personally experienced religion. The faith of our fathers 
will be of no possible good to youth unless that faith be- 
comes the personal possession of youth. The prayers 
taught’ us by parents and teachers, and even those uttered 
in a church service, are vain and futile as far as we are 
concerned unless they express our persohal feelings and 
desires. A creed professed is of little value unless it ex- 
presses a belief actually held by youth, something by which 
he lives. This does not mean that youth should not be 
taught the “faith of our fathers”, the prayers of our par- 
ents, the creed of the Church; it simply means that what- 
ever expression used must give vent to their own faith. 

Personal religion provides inspiration for actively fac- 
ing and meeting the demands of life here and now. It is 
not an escape into a future life. It is not an opiate to 
soothe and calm. It does not render one above the taint 
of the world. It inspires one to live nobly and fearlessly. 

Personal religion shows itself not so much in what a 
person professes but rather in what he possesses; not in 
what he has of material wealth, but what he has of spiritual 
wealth. It indicates what he believes by what he is. 

Personal religion in and through Jesus Christ draws 
one together with other believers. Human fellowship and 
divine worship are inevitable. A believer desires to be with 
his fellow-believers. There is strength and inspiration in 
“the communion of saints, the holy Christian Church”, 

Personal religion leads individuals to dedicate them 
selves to the upbuilding of the Kingdom of God. We pray, 
“Thy Kingdom come”, and’ then do all that is possible in 
loving service to bring God’s Kingdom about. In such lovy- 
ing service, in devotion and dedication to Jesus, in faith 
that expresses our personal experience of a closer relation: 
ship to God through Christ, life is enriched, deepened, made 
more purposeful, vibrant, colorful. Then life becomes more 
abundant in Christ. 
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Lots Keg The Song Going! 


Golden Jubilee Convention Song Sheet 


The only thing about the Pittsburgh Convention that is uncertain is the time. We can not now say when it will 
be. But we can say that the Jubilee Convention of the Luther League of America will be held in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., city of its birth, as soon as circumstances make that possible. Sooooo! 


(4) Round: “Are You Sleeping?” 
It's Pittsburgh WUcuetcen Forty A Luther Leaguers, Luther Leaguers; 
Come along; sing this song. 
We want you in Pittsburgh. 


(1) Tune: “On Wisconsin” Won't you come to Pittsburgh 

On to Pittsburgh! In Forty-X; in Forty-X? 

On to Pittsburgh! 

In Nineteen Forty-X; (5) Tune: “Man on the Flying Trapeze” 

To celebrate the 50th Birthday Pittsburgh is waiting to welcome you there 

Of the Luther League we love so— To help celebrate the Jubilee Year. 

When you see a Pittsburgh Leaguer, Our Luther League’s aging—'twill be 50 years old, 

He'll take your hand and smile— But age makes us finer than gold. 

He'll say, ““Won’t you be with us in Forty-X?” We were born in the city of Pittsburgh so fair 
¥ ae In the year 95 I am told; 

(2) Tune: “You Are My Sunshine So come back again to the place of your birth 

Oh, Luther Leaguers, come heed this calling, And bring all your friends young and old— 

Our League is going to celebrate S000000000000 

The 50th Birthday of its formation, Come on to Pittsburgh in the year Forty-X 

And Pittsburgh calls you back again. Plan to be back where we first organized, 

So plan to join us in celebration Tell all your friends, so you’re sure they’ll arrive 

For this is going to be our cry: In Pittsburgh, in the year Forty-X. 


Come on to Pittsburgh, we'll meet in Pittsburgh 
In the year of Forty-X. 


(3) Tune: “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” 


Luther Leaguers are coming to Pittsburgh— 
Luther Leaguers are coming to Pittsburgh— 
Luther Leaguers are coming to Pittsburgh— 
In Nineteen Forty-X. 
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In Nineteen Forty-X—in Nineteen Forty-X. 
Luther Leaguers are coming to Pittsburgh 
In Nineteen Forty-X. 


Why are they coming to Pittsburgh? 
Why are they coming to Pittsburgh? 
Why are they coming to Pittsburgh? 
In Nineteen Forty-X. 


In Nineteen Forty-X—in Nineteen Forty-X. 
Why are they coming to Pittsburgh 
In Nineteen Forty-X? 


To attend the big convention— 
To attend the big convention— 
To attend the big convention 
ON dae Ike Ib, GH IN. 


OW ane Wy, lke Ore ZN 

Otsthes ll. notes 

To attend the big convention 
In Nineteen Forty-X. 
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First, select a committee of three 
good leaders besides your games di- 
rector and a contest judge. These three 
should divide the League and all the 
young people they would like to in- 
vite to the social into three groups. 
(There should be six or eight in a 
group. Divide your League accord- 
ingly. It could be a 4 Hi Meet.) Each 
group represents a high school with 
one of those from the committee as its 
leader or superintendent. Each super- 
intendent should select school colors 
for his Hi. 

Suggested names for the high 
schools: So Hi, Too Hi, and Ne Hi. 

From here on each leader is respon- 
sible for his Hi. They should know 
about the dramatic contests so each 
group can think about and be prepared 
with clever contributions. 


Invitations 
Each superintendent should prepare 
the invitations for his group or Hi. It 
may spur them on to do their best if 
they know there is an attendance con- 
test. The invitations could be printed 
on white paper with the school colors 
pinned at the top. For the colors used 
ribbon wrapping works fine after be- 
ing ironed. Then begin with a good 
rousing yell, such as: 
“Strawberry shortcake 
Blueberry pie 
WC AROURO YG | 
Are we in it? 
Well, I guess, 
So Hi, So Hi 
Wess, Yes, vies!” 


Come and help “So Hi” rise to vic- 
tory in the Tri Hi Meet at the 
(place.... Luther League Social at.. 
....(time). Wear your school colors. 


Poster 

A cheerleader in the center top sur- 
rounded by three pennants with the 
names of the three Hi’s that are to be 
represented. Below and at various an- 
gles put pictures of an athlete (track 
meet), a student (spelling contest), ac- 
tor (dramatic contest), and a musician 
(music contest). If you haven’t an art- 
ist, colored magazine pictures can 

make a poster very attractive. 
Tri Hi Meet 
Place Time 
Price i 
If you want to extend a general if 
vitation, the names of the three supe 
intendents could be given stating that 
school registrations should be nifde 
with them. a 
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Reuben and Harriet Wangberg 


Decorations 

Let each superintendent be respon- 
sible for a large school pennant to be 
displayed, and school colors for each 
student. The winning cup should be 
displayed. 

Directions for Contest Judge 

Make a score sheet. Across the top 
write the names of each Hi. Down the 
left side write the names of each event. 
The points for each contest might be 
20 for first and 10 for second. 

When you make your report, make 
it resemble the judge’s report at a real 
school contest making it as clever as 
possible. You should be responsible 
for the “loving cup” for the winners 
as described toward the end of the 
social. 


Contests 
Attendance 
Points should be given to the Hi 
with the largest attendance. 


Pep Songs and Yells 

Each Hi should have their own 
songs and yells with point being given 
to the Hi with the cleverest. 

Track Meet 
Relay 

Equipment needed: three short sticks 
and three chairs. : 

Line up the students of each Hi, giv- 
ing a stick to the first one in each line. 
The first one runs around a chair or 
a pole as far away as you have room 
for and brings the stick to the second 
in line, etc. 

Hatrdles 

Equipment needed: two or three sim- 
ilar hurdles for each group. Chairs, 
pails, boxes, or rope could be used. 

Lined up according to their groups 
again, the first one runs, jumping over 
each hurdle, and returning to line, next 
one runs, etc., until all had a turn.. 

Broad Jump 

Equipment needed: chalk and a 
blindfold. 

Each school selects three contest- 
ants. With the chalk draw a straight 
line and three feet from it draw a cir- 
cle with an “X” in the middle. Blind- 
fold each contestant in turn, about two 
feet back of the line. The contestant 
may step up to the line but if he steps 
over, he is. disqualified. The object is 
KG) spokane) (toy idea THCY, 

Discus Throw 

Equipment: paper plates. 

Each school is allowed three con- 
testants. The winner is the one who 
can throw the paper plate the farthest. 
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Spelling Contest 
Spelldown 

Equipment needed: a list of words. 

To vary the plain spelling, have a 
couple rounds where they spell the 
words backwards; also spell the words 
leaving out the vowels and substitut- 
ing the name of the school. 


Dramatic Contests 

For all of these each school sup- 
plies their own equipment. 

One Act Plays 

Let each school select their own 
plays, such as, “Three Little Pigs”, 
“Cinderella”, etc. 

Declamatory Contests 

Each school should be allowed one 
speaker in the (1) serious reading, 
(2) humorous reading, (3) oratorical 
contests, using nursery rhymes or 
something similar. 


Music Contest 
Band Contest 
Each Hi presents a band number 
with their own director, improvised in- 
struments, “play” parts to some march. 
Operatic Soprano 
Each Hi is allowed one representa- 
tive. The songs should be something 
like “Three Blind Mice” and sung in 
operatic style. 
Basso Profundo 
One from each Hi takes part. The 
songs and style of singing should be 
in harmony with the rest of the social. 
Glee Clubs 
Each Hi sings a song of their choos- 
ing. The games director can decide 
whether this, too, should be humorous 
or serious. 


Contest Judge Reports 
Winning Cup Awarded 

A tin cup makes an appropriate 
“loving cup”. Jut a piece of tape on 
it and inscribe “1945 Tri-Hi Meet” and 
the winning team can write their 
names on it, and tie their school colors 
to the handle. Leave the cup in a con- 
spicuous place in the church parlors as 
a bit of League advertising. 


Grand Concert 
Devotion 
All the schools come together in 
singing as one large choir, singing 
parts of well-known hymns. As a 
speaking choir, give the 23rd Psalm 
together before prayer time, led by 
the games director or one of the 
Leaguers. 
Suggested Lunch: Chocolate milk 
and sweet rolls. 
—From “Better Leagues” 
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YORK DISTRICT HOLDS 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
CONVENTION AT 
ST. PAUL’S, HANOVER 


The York District Luther League 
held their 50th Annual Convention in 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hanover, 
Ppa evan bauleley Holla) Pastor on 
Saturday, November 11, 1944. The pro- 
gram was built around the theme, 
“Christ Dares You’. 


The opening devotions were led by 
the Chaplain, Rev. I. M. Lau, on the 
cheine wn Dares mVolehom Butld a hol= 
lowing the address of welcome and re- 
sponse, Rey. Herbert Kline presented 
the Intermediate work with his 
Leaguers, “Building for the Future’. 
“Building for Others” was the subject 
of the Missionary address given by 
Miss Alfarata Stamets, - Missionary 
Secretary of the Harrisburg District. 

The afternoon devotions were in 
charge of the Luther Leaguers of St. 
John’s League, Abbottstown. They de- 
veloped the theme, “Christ Dares You 
To Follow’. “Follow Me” was a 
modei presentation of the topic, “Christ 
and the Fishermen”, which was writ- 
ten by members of the York District 
Executive Committee. Luther Leaguers 
from St. John’s League, New Free- 
dom, conducted the topic. A playlet, 
“Food for Thought”, brought the mes- 
sage of the Sustaining Membership 
Fund under the Secretary, Mrs. Gladys 
Heath. A shower of Memberships was 
received with the offering, the total 
amount being $70.25. The afternoon 
session was closed with the business 
session. 

The outstanding feature of the Con- 
vention was the Banquet with an at- 
tendance of over 200 persons. A large 
cake decorated with a Luther League 
Emblem, graced the Banquet table. A 
varied program of group singing, vocal 
and instrumental numbers, made up 
the program. 

The evening Vesper Service included 
an address by Harry Hodges, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Board of Minis- 
terial Pensions, U. L. C. A., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. His address was “Christ 
Dares You To Live Victoriously”. The 
Life Service Secretary, Miss Reba 
Krebs, held a Consecration service of 
flags for the “Leaguers serving in the 
Armed Forces of the Country”. The 
day closed with the Candlelight In- 
stallation Service for the newly-elected 


officers. 
—Ruth A. Heckaman 
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MINISTERIUM LUTHER 
LEAGUE’S EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE HOLDS 
IMPORTANT SESSION 


On Saturday, January 27, 1945, 
members of the Executive Committee 
of the Luther League of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania journeyed to 
Philadelphia for their Mid-Year Meet- 
ing which was held in the Chapel of 
the Lutheran Service Center. Among 
those present at this meeting was 
President Dr. E. E. Fischer, who told 
the committee that the Church is the 
one institution that will remain 
changeless and that the youth of the 
Church must help to preserve it. Rev. 
Joseph W. Frease, new Executive Sec- 
retary Ol melnem loithermlseactc of 
America brought greetings as did Rev. 
Earl F. Rahn, the Christian Education 
Secretary of the Synod and pastoral 
advisor of the group. 


Reports of the various secretaries 
covering the work of the previous six 
months were heard. Mrs. Ruth Stauf- 
fer, the Missionary Secretary, reported 
that $1,649.65 had been contributed 
towards the Library Project of the 
Philadelphia and Baltimore Mother- 
houses against the quota of $2,185. As 
a result -of this deficiency, the project 
will be continued until February 28, 
1945. Miss Louise Reichert, the Sus- 
taining Membership Secretary, re- 
ported that the quota for the year was 
$655, of which $653.05 was paid. 

The committee for the Standard of 
Efficiency reported that the program 
went into effect as of January 1, 1945. 
This program, covers the work of the 


LONG ISLAND DISTRICT 
HOLDS HOBBY SHOW 
AT HOLLIS 


Over seventy Leaguers of Long 
Island District attended a Senior Hob- 
by Show on January 10th at Holy 
Trinity Church, Hollis. Exhibits from 
the various churches included musical 
instruments carved of wood, model 
planes and ships, collections of pitch- 
ers, spoons and angels. In addition 
there was a magic show and a puppet 
show. The latter, an entry of George 
Thomsen and Dave Seeman, of Holy 
Trinity, Hollis, was chosen first prize 
winner by the three judges. The boys 
make the puppets, the scenery, and 
write their own plays, to say nothing 
of putting the words into the mouths 
of these tiny, wooden figures. At this 
show, Robin Hood went modern, and, 
as a result, its creators went on rec- 
ord as the District’s entry in the State 
League contest. A most unusual even- 
ing of fun ended after the serving of 
refreshments by the host League. 


—E. Jane Seeman 


various departments of the Luther 
League and is to be carried out in 
each local League group. Each item 
accomplished will count one point. 

At the present time, the membership 
of the Synod is 4,450 representing 272 
groups in 204 congregations. 

The Thanksgiving Rallies held si- 
multaneously on November  2lst, 
proved to be a success with a total at- 
tendance of 1,625, a substantial in- 
crease over last year’s attendance. 


(Continued on Page 24) 


Long Island District Hobby Show, Hollis, Let 
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MINNESOTA LUTHER LEAGUE 
CONVENTION AT 
LAKE MINNETONKA 


“Arise and Don Your Armor” was 
the theme used by the Minnesota State 
Luther League at its 46th Annual 
Convention held at St. John’s Church, 
on the shores of beautiful Lake Minne- 
tonka, Mound, Minnesota, on Septem- 
ber 2, 3 and 4. 


At the opening banquet on Saturday 
night the Leaguers were inspired by 
an address, “One Hundred Years from 
Now”, given by Rev. Wilton Berg- 
strand, of the Augustana Luther 
League. He said: “We have only one 
life to live and only what we do for 
Christ will last’. Rev. Carl Tambert, 
of St. Paul, was the jovial toastmaster. 
After the banquet the Leaguers took 
over the Mound roller skating rink for 
an hour-and-a-half. This was followed 
by a Singspiration led by Rev. Charles 
Dion of Lakeville, Minnesota. 


During the Sunday School hour on 
Sunday morning, Rev. John Shannon 
led a discussion on Luther League 
work. This included how topics should 
be selected, life service projects and 
meetings, missionary programs, and 
other ways in which Leaguers can 
serve. He summed up the discussion 
with the Bible verse, “And Jesus grew 
in wisdom and stature and in favor 
with God and man”. We, as Luther 
Leaguers, should grow as we advance 
in years the same way Christ grew. 


Rey. Carl Fagerlin, pastor loci, wove 
his sermon for the regular morning 
service around the theme _ using, 
“Soldiers of Christ” as his topic. 


The regular business meeting of the 
convention was opened by President 
Eugene Spika on Sunday afternoon. 
Reports on the year’s work were given 
by the various officers and secretaries. 
At the business meeting the State 
League was divided into six districts 
and each district is to have a chairman 
who will be a member of the state 
executive committee. This is hoped to 
closer unite all the local Leagues with 
the State League and enable the State 
League to get its program across more 
easily. 

Rev. Erling Rabe and Rev. L. C. 
Burns officiated at the candlelight 
communion and installation of officers 
on Sunday night. 


At 6:00 A. M. on Monday all the 
Leaguers met on the lake shore for 
short devotions, in which Milas Bonker 
spoke on “The Weapons of the Chris- 
tian Soldier”, and breakfast which was 
followed by a rousing game of foot- 
ball. 

Hector Magalee of British Guiana, 
led a discussion on Monday morning, 
about his country. He told of the foes 
of Christianity as they exist in British 
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Guiana and of some of their supersti- 
tions, 

At the closing luncheon, which was 
dedicated to the boys in the service, 
Chaplain Closner spoke. Names of the 
boys from the Minnesota League who 
are serving both God and country were 
read and a prayer was offered for 
them. 


The following officers were installed 


on Sunday: President, Lawrence 
Bodin; Vice-President, John Haker; 
Corresponding Secretary, Betty 
Schenk; and Recording Secretary, 


Betty Hamrick. 


MINISTERIUM EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETS 
(Continued from Page 23) 


Seven conferences out of the ten do- 
nated the offering to Lutheran insti- 
tutions. 


Tentative plans have been made for 
holding Youth Rallies throughout the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania including 
persons of 12 years and over. Not only 
Luther Leaguers will be invited to at- 
tend but the entire youth of the 
Church. Through these rallies, it is in- 
tended to acquaint the youth of the 
Church with the Luther League and 
its work. Plans for these rallies will 
be considered at the Convention in 
August when further action will be 
taken. } 


Primary plans have been made for 
the Sixth Annual Convention to be 
held in Reading on August 8, 9, 10, 
1945. The committee was informed 
that this convention may not be a 
reality because of the banning of con- 
ventions. However, plans! are still be- 
ing made with the hopes that the con- 
vention will be held as usual. 

—META BENDER 


INSTALLATION OF NEW 
SECRETARY FIRST FESTIVAL 
EVENT OF GOLDEN 
ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


(Continued from Page 11) 


Adjustment in Duties 


With the coming of the new Execu- 
tive Secretary the Committee author- 
ized a shift in assigned duties. The 
Executive Secretary will now have as 
his responsibility administration, pro- 
motion, and Intermediate work. The 
latter includes particular care of that 
age-group and the editing of the Inter- 
mediate Quarterly Helps, previously 
taken care of by Secretary Ducker. 

The Associate Secretary, Rev. Wil- 
liam J. Ducker, after a year’s appren- 
ticeship in the editing of The Luther 
League Review was made the editor 
of that magazine. In addition he is to 
serve as general editor of all pamphlets 


and services issued by the organization, 
as well as to be editor of the Senior 
Topics Quarterly and of the young 
people’s topics. . 


Pocket Testament League 
Emphasis 

Seeking to take advantage of the in- 
creased interest in Bible reading in 
these difficult days, provision was made 
for more intensive promotion of Pocket 
Testament League membership among 
Luther Leaguers. The president’s ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Ted H. Clark, of 
Roanoke, Virginia, as chairman of the 
League’s PTL movement was ap- 
proved, and the months of May and 
June were designated as times for spe- 
cial emphasis. A page in The Luther 
League Review was regularly put at 
the disposal of Mrs. Clark for this put- 
pose. (See the March issue for the first 
such presentation.) 

The Chairman of the Missionary 
Committee, Rev. J. O. Kempson, re- 
ported on the working relationship es- 
tablished with the Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement, upon approval of the 
Church’s Executive Board, during the 
past year. He expressed the hope that 
this new contact would make it easier 
for the Luther League to provide a 
better rounded missionary education 
for its members in the future. The 
makings of a program of missionary 
enlistment was also reported by the 
Missionary Department in cooperation 
with the Life Service Department. 

The Life Service Department, Miss 
Virginia Wirt, Chairman, showed that 
it was alert to developments in the life 
and work of the Church, and that it 
was ready to cooperate fully with the 
program as planned for the year 1945- 
1946 by the Committee of Executive 
Secretaries as the promotion project 
of the Church. It announced the prep- 
aration of a special program for Life 
Service Day, May 6, 1945, by Dr. 
Alfred J. Beil. This service is entitled, 
Enlist Now To Advance The King- 
dom. It may be secured free upon re- 
quest to Headquarters. 
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Prepare Now! 
FOR LIFE SERVICE DAY, MAY 6 


Order from Headquarters Now 


Enlist Now to Advance The Kingdom 
By DR. A. J. BEIL 

Concerning the quantity available: Do not 
order more than one service for every two per- 
sons expected. Several clip sheets will auto- 
matically be included. 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 

405 Muhlenberg Building 

1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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PLEASE NOTE! 


Luther League workers who are now renewing their activity after a period of inactivity will 


need an explanation of where the topics study materials are now to be found. All of the material for Young People, 
those 18 years old and over, both the basic and the supplementary material, which was formerly published in the old 
quarterly, is now printed in this place. The New Senior Quarterly carries the material prepared for the Senior High 
School group. The Intermediate Quarterly Helps carries all the material for Intermediates. 


A new policy in the printing of Young People’s topics began in March. The magazine for the current month carries 
the topic material for the next month. When you subscribe for The Luther League Review the headquarters office will 
start your subscription with the issue which carries topics for the month ahead. If you want it otherwise, you will need 


to specify. 
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The Sunday after the Ascension 


"She Kept All These Things In Her Heart” 


(MOTHER’S DAY) 


Luke 2:46-51 
® Preparation Hymn: ‘Lord of Life, and King of Glory” 
(418 CSB). This hymn may be used as a 


This topic seeks to present the opportunity 
for honoring Mother in the traditional spirit 
of Mothers’ Day and to give mothers a chance 
to express themselves before their maturing 
sons and daughters. In inviting mothers to be 
present for this program do not neglect to 
invite the fathers to join their wives. It should 
be the opportunity for presenting something 
of the oneness of the family. 


The International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation and our own Parish and Church School 
Board favor the observance of this Sunday as 
“The Festival of the Christian Home’. The 
week immediately preceding, beginning with 
the first Sunday in May and extending through 
this one, has been designated as “Christian 
Family Week’. If your congregation has ar- 
ranged any special features as a part of that 
observance, do all that you can to cooperate 
in making them a success. 


See The Lutheran (issue of April 4) for an 
article, A Week of Family Emphasis, and The 
Parish School (April issue), Christian Family 
Week, for suggestions on profitable ways and 
means to observe the week. 


6 Program 


Musical Prelude: ‘‘Home, Sweet Home” 

Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers” (139 PSH) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 27 (Page 35) 

Gloria Patri 

The Lesson: Luke 2:46-51 

Prayer: O Christ, The Son of God, Who wast 
born of Mary and hast made motherhood a 
sacred calling, hear us as_we give thanks 
for all our mothers; may Thy richest bless- 
ing rest upon them. Make us truly sorry 
for the thoughtless acts and wilful ways by 
which we have often grieved our parents. 
Help us to be worthy of their love and 
sacrifice for us.. Bless our homes, we pray 
Thee, with Thy constant and gracious Pre- 
sence. May the great love of mother and 
father lead us to hope and trust in the even 
greater love of God. Amen. 


Hymn: ‘My God! How Wonderful Thou Art”’ 
(191 PSH) 
Presentation of the Topic 
A Mother Speaks: (Ask a mother to speak on 
the subject, “The Things a Mother 
Cherishes”’) ; 
Miscellaneous Readings: 3 
“The Plea of a Mother to the Church 
“A Mother Asks So Little” : 
“A Mother’s Prayer for Her Soldier Son” 
The Offering : 
Special Music—Suggestions : 


“Lullaby” - - - - Brahms-Zander 
(Arranged for Quartette) 
“My Mother” - Wagstaft-White- Barlow 


Cees oe peer ue) bites 
iy other Use o Sing 
Tishaa Sod H. Wakefield Smith 
(Soprano Solo) 
“Songs My Mother Taught Me” - Dvorak 
(Soprano Solo) 
“Mother O’ Mine” (Quartette) ’ 
Words by Kipling; music by Burleigh 
“Mother O’ Mine” - Brown-Burleigh-O’ Hara 
(Quartette) 
Prayer 
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hymn for the mothers alone to sing, or it 
may be used as a solo. Its sentiments are 
especially fine. Or, if preferred, the words 
of ‘“‘Faith of Our Mothers’? may be sung to 
the tune, ‘“‘St. Catherine’, 139 in the PSH. 


FAITH OF OUR MOTHERS 
(Tune: St. Catherine) 


Faith of our mothers, hold it true 
As morning star in heaven’s blue, 
As peerless pearl from ocean’s bed, 
As guiding light seen far ahead, 
Faith of our mothers, blessed faith, 
It shall be ours to hold till death. 


Faith of our mothers, hold in trust 
That which is true and pure and just, 
Her loving thought and constant prayer 
For those held dear who leave her care. 
Faith of our mothers, blessed faith, 

In holy hope, we’ll hold till death. 


Faith of our mothers, hold in love 
This sacred treasure from above, 

God grant it grace upon its sway. 
Faith of our mothers, blessed faith, 
Triumphantly, we'll hold till death. 


—Mrs. Charles Cuthbert Hali 
The Benediction 


® Miscellaneous Readings 


THE PLEA OF A MOTHER 
TO THE CHURCH 


Mrs. Josephine Whitworth 


I bring you, G Church of the living God, my 
children, my most loved possession, clear-eyed, 
innocent and empty of all that is unlovely, of 
prejudice and class hatred, empty temples of 
thought to be filled with the passing years. I 
pray you, O Church, fill wisely these temples 
of childhood. 


I bring you, O Church, my children, for I 
am not wise, I am filled with the perplexities 
and problems of this life. I charge you, 
Church, show my children God. 


I bring you, O Church, my children, for I 
am not strong. My ways are not always the 
ways of righteousness. I am weak. I confess 
my weakness and shortcomings, but you, O 
Church, are the fount from which the holiness 
of God and a Christlike life should spring. 
charge you, Church, teach my children 
righteousness and purity. 


I bring you, O Church, my children, and I 
beg you, keep clear their vision of a shining 
path of goodness. 


I bring you, O Church, myself, with my 
weakness, my waywardness, my lack of under- 
standing, my reaching out for the shining paths 
of goodness for my loved ones. I confess my 
own great need. Take me, O Church, and use 
me in building a better world for our children. 


A MOTHER ASKS SO LITTLE 


A mother asks so little. All she asks 

Is that we hold to faith in daily tasks 

And not forget to pray, now we are grown; 

She looks today for flowers where seeds 
were sown 

By patience and self-sacrifice when we 

Bove little heads close by our mother’s 
cnee, 


A mother asks so little: only our 
Devotion through the year. A fragrant 
flower 


To her on Mother’s Day can not replace 
Her longing other days to see our face, 


To share our joys and sorrows, hear our 
voice—— 


A little love each day is Mother’s choice. 
—Eva Sparks Taylor 
A MOTHER’S PRAYER FOR HER 
SOLDIER SON 


As Thou didst walk the land of Galilee, 
So, loving Saviour, walk with him for me; 
For, since the years have passed and he is 


£ ’ 
I cannot follow—he must walk alone. 


Be Thou my feet that I have had to stay, 

For Thou canst comrade him on every way. 

Be Thou my voice when sinful things allure, 

Pleading with him to choose those that 
endure. 


Be Thou my hand that would keep his in 
mine, 
All, all things else that mother must resign. 


When he was little I could walk and guide, 

But now, I pray, that Thou be at his side. 

And as Thy blessed mother folded Thee, 

So, kind and loving Saviour, guard my son 

for me. 

@® The Topic 

On this day no doubt America will 
be “mother-minded”. Why should a 
nation pause to honor its mothers? Be- 
cause, as both God’s Word and his- 
tory show, the moral character of a na- 
tion’s women is most essential to the 
moral integrity of the whole nation. It 
will be a wholesome thing for us to ob- 
serve some characteristics of Christ’s 
mother and also to point out the char- 
acteristics in our own mothers, to ob- 
serve our own times, and to see the 
splendid opportunity mother has to 
guide and mold the growing personali- 
ty and aid in the development of char- 
acter. Call the observance of the day 
sentimental if you like, there is nothing 
in human life which so awakens the 
spirit of reverence in the most callous 
of men as the mention of motherhood. 
There is no love so tender, so all en- 
during, all forgiving, apart from that of 
God in Christ Jesus, as mother love. 


—The Australian War Cry 


Let us then get a picture of the 
Mother of Jesus. 
In the Temple 
There is a very precious picture that 
we want to recall in which the mother 
(Continued on Page 28) 


Twenty-five 


TOPIC STUDY FOR MAY 20 » » » 


Whitsunday 


THE INSEPARABLE FRIEND 


John 14:16-18 


Rev. C. 


© Preparation 
i i e table 
Have a single lighted candle on the 
or on a pedestal in the center of the League 
circle. A single candle to show the integrity— 
the oneness of the Friend; lighted to show the 
fire of the Spirit who is the Friend. 


@ Program 


Leader: On the table tonight we have a single 
lighted candle. It is lighted to show the flame 
of the Divine Spirit, burning in love and 
warmth. Light and heat are inseparable. So 
is the Spirit’s love and the wisdom He gives. 
There is only one candle to show the single- 
ness and dependability of the Spirit’s com- 
panionship with us. All together it is to re- 
mind us of our theme at this meeting, ‘The 
Inseparable Friend—God, the Holy Spirit”. 
Let us pray: 

O Ged, ead us in our thinking and pray- 
ing at this time as we seek to realize deeply 
the presence and companionship of our In- 
separable Friend, Thy Holy Spirit in Christ. 
Amen, ka 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost’ (106 PSH) 

The Scripture Lesson: John 14:16-18 

The ars and Discussion 

The Offering 

Hymn: “Come, Holy Ghost” (105 PSH) 

Leader: The Holy Spirit is the Comforter. 
Response: He gives strength. 

L—He is our Friend: i 
R—If we open our hearts to Him. 

L—He never leaves us: , 

R—Even when we ignore Him: 

L—For He still calls us: 
R—Back to God. 

L—And He opens our hearts: 
R—To know our sin: 

L—And our’ Saviour: 

R—And our Father in Heaven. 

All—Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the be- 
ginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end. Amen. 

Sentence Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Bless we the Lord: Thanks be to God. 


® The Topic 
The Inseparable Friend 

Jesus made a promise to His disci- 
ples in the Scripture lesson of this 
topic. He said, “I will pray the Father 
and He will give you another Com- 
forter, that he may be with you for- 
ever, even the Spirit of Truth”. Later, 
on Pentecost, the first Whitsunday, that 
promise was realized in a dramatic way 
described in the Epistle lesson for 
Whitsunday. Ever since, as the Bible 
says, “The Holy Spirit falls on those 
who receive the Word’. That is, on all 
who believe on Jesus Christ. He does 
not usually come so dramatically as He 
came on the disciples that first Whit- 
sunday, but He comes and He stays. 
He is “unseen, yet forever at hand”. 


The Friend 


Jesus might have said, “I will give 
you another Friend”, for the word He 
used almost means that in our lan- 
guage. The word He used means, 
someone you can rely on, who is al- 
ways at call. We might almost say 
with deep reverence a “Pal”. The word 
used in our Bible is Comforter. Com- 
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fort has come to mean to us, ease, 
sympathy, softness and care. The word 
really means complete strength. Ease 
in any situation, not because the situa- 
tion is softened, but because we have 
power to take anything easily. Where 
there is plenty of power, rough places 
are crossed smoothly. Jesus has never 
promised His followers ease. He never 
leads anyone who follows His teach- 
ing to think the way will be easy. But 
He does assure us of plenty of power. 
He was like that Himself. In the cli- 
max of his suffering on the Cross He 
had plenty of power and died in peace, 
praying for those who tremblingly 
looked up at their wicked work and 
asked His mercy. That is power— 
Com-fort. 


Personal 


Now that kind of assurance does 
not come from reliance on blind power. 
It comes only from reliance on a friend- 
ly person. Because Jesus could say at 
the last, “Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit’, He had that 
power to meet the worst in peace. 
The Presence with us is Personal— 
Someone in Whom we may confide 
and Whose prevailing power will help 
us. The Holy Spirit is personal. We 
should not speak of Him as “it” any 
more than we would speak of father 
or mother by calling either of them 
“it”. Jesus says that the personal 
presence and power of God will al- 
ways be with all who trust in Him. 
All who walk in the Spirit are able to 
Overcome not only the lusts of the 
flesh but the fears which hinder and 
the trials which afflict all on earth. 
We have an unseen, spiritual Com- 
panion, a “Pal” in Whom we can al- 
ways trust, Whose guidance will lead 
us always aright, and Whose hand is 
always ready to support us in weak- 
ness Or weariness. 


Inseparable 


The hardest thing about our friend- 
ships is that they break up. Even if 
they last all our lives, death separates 
friends. Indeed, that is one of the 
hardest trials of life—to lose one’s 
friends. It is still worse to lose them 
through unfaithfulness, as they offend 
us or we offend them in some way. 
But the Spirit does not leave us. Even 
when we go astray He still stands by 
and seeks to win us to God again. He 
helps us to see our sin, to know our 
Saviour, and to return to our Father. 


He leads us in the right way if we will 
follow His guiding. He speaks in con- 
science. He makes us feel our duty. 
He opens our eyes to opportunity. He 
gives us talents and resources through * 
which we can carry out the good 
things God gives us responsibility for 
doing with Him. He opens the way 
and gives us strength to walk in 
it if we will. No difficulties are insur- 
mountable if they lie across the way 
in which we should go. He is there 
to see us through. Vistas of truth and 
beauty open to us as He points them 
out even in ordinary things—the fra- 
grance of a flower, the shape of a bowl, 
the faithfulness of some companion of 
the road, the courage of someone in 
danger, the endurance of those in 
trials. 


Children of God 

“As many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, they are the children of God”, 
Ste, Paulsayss vieryathtl you ee mnave 
received the Spirit of adoption where- 
by ye say Abba, Father.” (Romans 
8:14,15) To have the same Spirit is 
to be truly a child, partaking of the di- 
vine nature. That is what Christ wants 
us to have. It was to give us this 
blessing He suffered and died. It is in 
this companionship we continue to live 
with Him. Christianity was not ful- 
filled or finished on the Cross. It is 
only fulfilled when the Spirit fills our 
hearts and makes us truly children of 
God. Christianity will never be fin- 
ished until we inherit the Kingdom at 
the last. And not even then will it be 
finished for in the Kingdom we shall 
live forever in the communion of the 
Spirit and the fellowship of the Son 
as children of the Father in Heaven. 


What About You? 

Have you received the Spirit, so 
that constantly and consciously you 
live as God’s child, fearlessly, gener- 
ously, quietly doing His will? Then 
you know the Spirit—His constant 
companionship. You know and live 
with the Inseparable Friend. 


@ Questions 
Why is it we think so seldom of the Spirit? 
What does the Spirit do for us? 
How can we know His companionship? 
How do we get His help and guidance? 
Have you received the Holy Spirit? 
Are you God’s child? 
What is it to “walk in the Spirit’’? 
Is it true the Spirit never leaves us? 


® Quotes and Comments 


The word “Pal” is used in the topic to tell 
what the Holy Spirit is to those who walk 
with Him. Do you think it irreverent or 
fairly accurately descriptive? Or what? 


John spends a while in quiet waiting on 
God each day. _In it he experiences insights 
into many _ questions and problems which trou- 
ble him. Is that the result of the Spirit lead- 
ing? Or is it just the thinking anyone might 
do? Does the Spirit lead us only when we 
think of Him and consciously hold our hearts 
Coes ° Him? 

n the community there is a group of peo- 
ple who meet about once a oe ea Les 
their hearts to God. They seem to derive real 
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Trinity Sunday 


THE SUPREME FELLOWSHIP 


I John 5:7 (AV) 
By C. P. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pa. 


® Preparation 


Symbols of the Holy Trinity should be the 
main theme in the decorations. The most usual 
symbols of the Trinity are Triangle, clover- 
leaf, interlaced circles. 


It is often desirable for the Scripture to be 
read (and also the Bible Readings) by various 
members of the League. They should be as- 
signed in advance. Be sure to ask a few to 
lead off in the sentence prayers. Some like 
to read poetry; assignment should be made so 
that they) may be prepared. 


White is the color of this Festival of the 
Church. 


® Program 


Leader: We gather in celebration of the Holy 
Trinity. The Christian idea of God is pro- 
found. At this meeting we shall try with 
God’s help to come to a deeper appreciation 
of Who He is. Let us pray: O God, Who 
hast given us grace by the confession of a 
true faith to acknowledge the glory of the 
Eternal Trinity, and in the power of the 
Divine Majesty to worship the Unity: We 
beseech Thee, that Thou wouldest keep us 
steadfast in this faith, and evermore defend 
us from all adversities; Who livest and 
reignest, One God, world without end. Amen. 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (108 PSH) 

The Scripture: I John 5:7 (Authorized Version) 
Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (109 PSH) 

The Topic and Discussion 

Hymn: “Hail, Holy, Holy, Holy’ (110 PSH) 
Prayers by Members of the League 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Glory Be To God” (247 PSH) 
Bless we the Lord: Thanks be to God. 


@® The Topic 
The Supreme Fellowship 


The Idea of God which Christianity 
has developed is unique and profound. 
Two other great religions are mono- 
theistic; that is, they teach that God is 
only One. All other religions wor- 
ship many Gods. But in Christianity 
the One and the Many are combined 
in the profound doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity. God is One, inseparably and 
eternally One. There is no schism 
in Him, no quarrel, no antagonism, no 
conflict. He is eternal unity, peace and 
harmony. Yet He is Three. Our faith 
is richer than the stark and barren 
monotheism of the Jews and the Mo- 
hammedans. From all Eternity the 
Many have existed in the One. Hard 
as it is for us to comprehend, God 
is a Divine Community. The intense 
individualism in our’ western life is 
what makes this hard for us to under- 
stand. In other cultures, where the 
family or the tribe rather than the in- 
dividual, is the unit of value and so- 
cial well-being, it would be easier to 
grasp this fundamental idea of our 
Faith. 


Adoration 

We shall think of several ways in 
which this Idea of God has significance 
for our lives: First of all and most 
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deeply, in our worship. The doctrine 
of the Trinity implies, among other 
things, the deepest devotion within 
God Himself. The Father loves and 
adores the Son. The Son loves and 
adores the Father and the Spirit. The 
Spirit loves and adores and binds to- 
gether all three in the Unity of per- 
fect adoration. Love, true love, exists 
only where there are at least three. 
That is one reason why the Family 
is so vital to true spiritual life. It is 
implicit in God also. When we say 
we believe that God is love, we say 
that He is more than one. Self-love, 
of all vices, is the most corrupt, for it 
is a contradiction. Love is the out- 
going of one’s life and spirit to others. 
But even with two, love may be sel- 
fish. Love of one another when limited 
to each other almost always produces 
jealousy, the foulest of the vices. Only 
when lovers’ love is united in some 
one beyond themselves can their love 
be and remain pure. That is why God 
has provided the Family. That is why 
we must guard the Family. That is 
why we are doing immeasurable dam- 
age to China, as we did to the Indians 
of our own continent, by breaking up 
the Family Ideal and substituting the 
Ideal of the Individual. It is not only 
contrary to the nature God has given 
us and is the source of our antagon- 
isms, but it is contrary to His own 
nature and He is the Reality of Life. 
Within God Himself, as in a perfect 
Family or Community, there is mutual 
love, adoration, worship. Someone has 
said truly, that when we worship aright 
we enter into the worship of the 
Blessed Trinity within Himself. Our 
worship brings us into the fellowship 
of the Eternally True Worship of the 
Everlasting God. We are integrated 
into the Life of the Blessed Trinity. 
“Atonement” is made. 


Purpose 


The Unity of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit in the Trinity is also a unity of 
will or purpose. There are no divided 
counsels. What one wills, all will; and 
that not by compulsion but by the deep 
fellowship of their Divine love and 
understanding. In God there is per- 
fect comprehension, perfect under- 
standing, and complete unanimity. 
God’s life is the kind of life all life 
should be and would have been, if we 
had not broken away from it, led by 
the Devil and his angels who first 


broke the harmony of heaven. For 
when God in His Divine Unity of Pur- 
pose, created other spirits to have part 
in the blessed fellowship which He is, 
it was not His intention that we should 
be other than partners and partakers 
of His Divine community. But cross- 
purposes and pride spoiled that. There 
is no compulsion in the Divine Unity; 
it is voluntary. It is perfectly stable 
and eternal because of the perfection 
of the Divine Persons composing it 
and their unity of will. Our broken 
ways and broken wills have come from 
breaking away from the Divine Fel- 
lowship of God. So that we have left 
our Father and our Home. So the 
Son came seeking to bring us back and 
to renew the at-one-ment which we 
broke, and the Spirit in the same Unity 
of the Divine Purpose pleads with us 
in Word and conscience and is our In- 
separable Friend, drawing us again in- 
to the Will of God, His eternal, un- 
changeable and glorious Purpose for 
us. The clashing of wills and purposes 
is unseemly. Majority rule is a form of 
tyranny as all superimposed action is. 
What we should seek is a unity of 
purpose like God’s, indeed, His own 
Purpose of constant good and grace, 
each subordinating himself to the other 
and all together working for the com- 
mon good. 


Co-operation 

Unity of Purpose results in unity of 
action. All that God does is the com- 
mon action of the Persons composing 
the Blessed Trinity. We sometimes 
have been led to think that God the 
Father is Creator, and God, the Son, 
Redeemer, and God the Spirit, Com- 
panion and Guide. Perhaps it helped 
the limitations of our thought so to di- 
vide the Divine action, but it is an arti- 
ficial division. For in every phase of 
every act from creation to the final 
consummation of all things yet to 
come, every one of the Persons in the’ 
Divine Community is harmoniously ac- 
tive. Even a casual reading of the 
Bible will make that evident. The Fel- 
lowship of the Trinity is not an ab- 
straction, or a beautiful sentiment, or 
an ideal purpose, it is a fellowship of 
active life, accomplishing the aims of 
the Divine Community. In that action 
we may all have part. It is for that 
God made us—that we might share 
with Him in the Joy of Creative, Ac- 
tive Life. Our troubles have come be- 
cause we have chosen other ways, be- 
cause we have failed to cooperate with 
God, have developed conflicts in our 
families, communities, races and states. 
War is the denial of the nature of God 
in man. It is the work and working 
of the Evil One seeking to frustrate 
God’s Purpose of love—goodwill and 
cooperation. Anything in our lives 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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of Jesus took a very important part. 
(Read or relate to the group Luke 
2:41-50.) How easily this could happen 
if we took a boy twelve years of age 
to see an airport. The airplanes com- 
ing and going would be of intense in- 
terest to him and he might wander 
away from his parents and in the great 
company of people be lost from his 
parents. Jesus was human but His su- 
preme interest was in those things that 
pertained to God and His Kingdom. 
The parents, of course, on discovering 
the loss of their Son, returned to Jeru- 
salem seeking Him. No doubt, His 
mother was quite a bit frightened. 
When they found Him she said, “Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? Be- 
hold, thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing”’. And He said unto them— 
let’s put the words in the present— 
“Why did you worry about me? Were 
you so surprised at my wanting to stay 
here in my Father’s house?” Or per- 
haps in a colloquial expression, “I just 
could not drag myself away. I just had 
to listen to them talking about the 
‘things of my Father’.” Do you think 
the Mother of Jesus understood all of 
this? 

Mary kept all these things in her 
heart. What were the things she kept 
in her heart? What are the things the 
good mother cherishes? 


At the Cross 

When Jesus was crucified we find 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus, present. 
“One of the glorious things about Mary 
is that, thinking it was a disgrace and 
having suffered the pangs of separation 
from Him whom she had borne and 
whom she loved, she was there at the 
cross” (Weatherhead, “Personalities of 
the Passion’). Or as A. E. Whithorn 
says, “The nails driven into His hands 
were driven through hers. The jar as 
the cross dropped into its socket tore 
her nerves and wrenched her bones as 
the last travail pains when she gave 
birth to Him. The thirst that inflamed 
His mouth scorched hers, as disheveled 
and worn, she watched Him there”, 
“Yea a sword shall pierce through thy 
own soul also, that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 
Ze30)) 

Leslie Weatherhead, in his book, 
“Personalities of the Passion”, states 
four reasons for according Mary hom- 
age, although not to deify her and make 
her an object of worship: “She made a 
home for Him. She loved Him from 
first to last. She never attempted to 
dominate Him. She maintained the 
family unity.” 
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One feels that even Jesus could have 
used the words of Kipling: 


If I were hanged on the highest hill, 
Mother o’ mine, O mother o’ mine! | 
I know whose love would follow me still, 
Mother o’ mine, O mother o’ mine! 


If I were drowned in the deepest sea, 
Mother o’ mine, mother o’ mine! 

I know whose tears would come down to me, 
Mother o’ mine, O mother o’ mine! 


If I were damned of body and soul, 
Mother o’ mine, O mother o’ mine! 
I know whose prayers would make me whole, 
Mother-o’ mine, mother o’ mine! 


My Mother 


“My mother was the source from 
which I received the guiding princi- 
ples of my life.’ Thus wrote John 
Wesley. But John Wesley is simply 
one among a multitude to lift up his 
voice in praise of a mother. For in- 
stance, Lyman Abbott, skilled writer 
and popular preacher, once said: “My 
mother was my first preacher as well 
as my first teacher”. The mother of 
Harry Lauder was of Highland stock. 
“Her people came from the Black Isle, 
in Rosshire. Her full maiden name was 
one of great impressiveness: Isabella 
Urquhart MacLeod MacLennan. Ro- 
mance and mysticism were blended in 
her, as they were also in other women 
from the highland section. Her supply 
of stories seemed to the lad to be in- 
exhaustible.” Sir Harry has written in 
“Roamin’ in the Gloamin’,’ which tells 
the story of his life: 

“T can remember us sitting round her 
knee listening, wide-eyed and open- 
mouthed, .. . to tales of supernatural 
happenings on the mountains or in the 
glens or on the lochs and rivers of the 
Black Isle. 


“he request, “Gell! us a ‘story, 
mither!’ never found her wanting. She 
would stop her housework any minute 
of the day to spin us youngsters a tale 
of romance or chivalry or mystery or 
horror. I loved her stories from my 
earliest years. She had all the Scottish- 
clan histories at, her tongue’s tip, and 
nothing delighted her more than tales 
of the MacLennans, the Urquharts, the 
Logans, or the MacLeods. Thus did I 
become imbued with Highland lore and 
romance.” 


Certainly the lad received a great 
contribution toward his education and 
something of his passionate love for the 
land of his birth from his mother. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that he 
declares, ‘‘She was a splendid woman 
in every respect, and I hold her mem- 
ory in reverence.” 


The Twentieth-Century Mother 


In an editorial on Mother’s Day a 
writer asked the readers to “wear a 
flower for the twentieth-century 
mother”. He outlined the duties of a 


mother, indicated her various responsi- 
bilities, and then said: “She must see 
that the atmosphere of the home 1s 
right”. In other words, on mother 
largely rests the responsibilities of im- , 
parting guiding principles for life to 
her sons and daughters. 

That was a beautiful tribute written 
by a minister who had seen ninety 
years of life: 

“God came to me first in my mother. 
He could not have come to me in any 
other way to bless me, so He put His 
love and tenderness and purity and 
grace and sweetness into my mother 
and revealed it to me. After a while I 
began to know God in other ways, 
learning to trust Him and to lean upon 
Him. Now, in my old age, my mother 
has gone, but God remains; and what 
my mother was to me in my infancy, 
God is to me in my old age.” 


@ Daily Bible Readings 


II Kings 4:32-37. A mother pleads for her 
child’s life. The care of the helpless child’s 
physical life is an important part of the mother’s 
responsibility. Every good mother will not 
neglect to take care of the health of her child. 
Long past baby days she will keep a watchful 
eye on his bodily health. Here was a child, the 
son of a Shunammite woman, who died despite 
all that the mother could do to keep him well. 
However, even after his death she did not give 
him up. She went some distance to the prophet 
Elisha and laid her case before him. She 
pleaded for the man of God to come and restore 
him to life. Elisha harkened to the voice of the 
insistent mother and went to the place where 
the body lay. There he besought the Lord to 
restore the young child to his mother. It was 
God’s will, and Elisha delivered the living child 
to his mother once more. 

Mark 7:25-30. A Gentile mother sought 
Jesus’ healing for her sick child. This mother 
was not Jewish. She and het people were 
heathen. hey worshipped false gods. But she 
had heard of the wonderful things which this 
Jesus had done and when He came into the 
neighborhood she was on the lookout for Him. 
Even though Jesus was anxious to keep His 
presence secret on this ocacsion this Syro- 
Phenician woman found it out and sought Him 
out on behalf of her child. Jesus tested her 
faith severely in His handling of her, but her 
faith stood the test and He rewarded her with 
the blessing which she sought. He healed her 
daughter. A mother will go to any trouble in 
order to bring a blessing to her child. That is 
true regardless of their race, color, or creed. 

Il Timothy 1:5,6. Faith from mother to 
son. Paul must have known Timothy’s family 
rather well. Doubtless he had been in their 
home rather frequently. At any rate, he knew 
of the spiritual heritage which Timothy had 
inherited. Now that he had become a minister 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and Paul wanted to 
write to him words of encouragement and ex- 
hortation, he could think of no better thing than 
to remind him of his good and godly home, 
the influence of which started from his grand- 
mother and mother. Faith is passed on from 
generation to generation chiefly by mothers. 
Certainly they have the first opportunity to 
teach the tiny child of spiritual things. It is 
they who teach the little lips to pray. A 
mother’s great privilege and responsibility is to 
pass on to her children the essence of the faith 
which is precious to her. 

John 19:25-28. A mother’s love knows no 
end. There was no one, save Jesus Himself, 
who _ suffered more during the awful scenes of 
our Lord’s crucifixion than His devoted mother. 
They could kill her Son, but they could not 
kill her love for Him Who was her Son and 
God’s. The prophecy that a sword should 
pierce through Mary’s own soul was certainly 
fulfilled as she watched them crucify her Son. 
But see with what tenderness Jesus witnesses 
the presence of His mother and with what lov- 
ing concern He commends her to the care of 
the “beloved disciple’. From this time forth 
John is to care for her as he would for his 
own mother. Jesus’ care for Mary was a fittin 
response to her great love for Him. A goo 
mother loves to the end, whatever that end 
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may be. (It really knows no end.) A good son 
(or daughter) responds in kind and makes lov- 
ing provision for his or her mother whatever 
her need may be. That’s the lesson for me. 


For MAY 20 


(Continued from Page 26) 


guidance and strength as well as a fine com- 
radeship from the practice. Is that waiting 
on the Spirit and finding His inseparable 
friendship? Or would the same thing happen 
if they met and conversed while playing bridge 
or having a cocktail party? 

In some churches the Spirit is scarcely ever 
mentioned. They proceed on the principle of 
Jesus only”. All spiritual experience is re- 
ferred to Jesus. He is the Companion and 
Friend. Is that a mistake? 

Martha thinks the Spirit guides her only 
when she is reading the Bible, or when her 
pastor is preaching. She suspects any move- 
ment in her heart which is not Bible-inspired. 
Does she limit too much the way the Spirit 
works? 

St. Augustin | says of his mother that she 
knew God’s voice in her heart by “a certain 
sweetness” distinguishing it from her own de- 
Sires or whims and from other ideas which 
might float about in her mind. How do you 
tell when it is God speaking? 
f The Greek word for the Holy Spirit is 
paraklete”. It means one who can be called 
to one’s help. Why is ‘comforter’ a good 
translation for it? Can you suggest a better 
one in real modern American English? 


® Daily Bible Readings 


John 14:16,17. Point out what Jesus says 
of the Spirit in this passage. Where does the 
Spirit come from? Why? What is He to do? 
Who cannot receive Him? Why? Do you 
know Him? Does He abide with you? 

John 14:25,26. It does not all end with 
Jesus. There was much more to be taught and 
learned. Do the churches make a mistake 
when they stop with Jesus? Should we, as His 
followers, be ready to follow-on under the 
lead of the Spirit farther than the disciples 
were able to do? Has the Church been doing 
that? For example, they admitted non-Jews 
to their fellowship. What is our attitude toward 
various races? 

John 16:7, 8, 12-14. Why was it important 
for Jesus to die? How did Jesus’ dying affect 
our having the Spirit? Why could not the 
Spirit come on the disciples while Jesus was 
with them? What does the Spirit do on the 
world? Note the word translated convict (in 
the revised version) or reprove (in the Amer- 
ican version) might really be translated, ‘show 
up” (verse 8). What will the Spirit do for 
the followers of Jesus? How does this fit-in 
with the preceding reading? Does it mean 
that the Church is expected to go beyond 
the Gospels and receive and reveal more and 
new Truth as the Spirit leads us? And He 
will reveal it as we are able to bear it? 

Romans 8:13-17. Have you experienced this 
same thing? Every Christian should. It is a 
clear and accurate account of the way a 
Spirit-filled person thinks and feels—‘‘heirs of 
God, joint-heirs with Christ’, suffering with 
Him and for the same purposes and looking 
forward to and rejoicing even now in the 
glory to be fully revealed in Him. 

Romans 8:26-28. The Inseparable Friend 
goes on and prays for us better than we can 
pray for ourselves.! 

I Corinthians 12:1-11. The Spirit gives us 
the varying talents we have so that, all co- 
operating, God may be glorified and much 
good may be done for all by all with Him. 
Do you think of your abilities that way? Do 


you think of others’ abilities, that way, so 
that there is no envy or harsh judgment? 
© To Read 


“You Are My Friends” by Frank Laubach. 
“Testament of Devotion’ by Thomas Kelly. 
“The Practice of the Presence of God’’ 

by Brother Lawrence. 
“The Inner Life’ by Rufus Jones. 
“The Life in the Vine” 

by A. B. and A. L. Kramer. 
“The Ministry of the Spirit” by A. J. Gordon. 


APRIL, 1945 


® To Do 

Give yourself to God. 

Keep a Quiet Hour. 

Follow the leadings of the Spirit. 

Keep up a_running conversation or 
munion with Him; 
and talk with Him’’. 


For MAY 927 


(Continued from Page 27) 


com- 


that is, “walk with Him 


which prevents cooperation is of the 
Evil One, even though it be hallowed 
with the holy name of orthodoxy, for 
whatever prevents full, free and joy- 
ous cooperation with one another in 
doing the Will of God is heresy. It is 
contrary to the Divine Fellowship. 


Equality 

There are many other implications 
in this profound teaching of our Faith. 
The very idea of democracy is there. 
That is the foundation for the equality 
of man—the equality of persons in 
God. The idea of personal worth is 
there, too. The delicate reverence of 
each Person for the others in the Trin- 
ity is the eternal basis for our rever- 
ence for the person and ideals of others 
about us and the compelling reason for 
our proper consideration of each other. 
Mention has been made of the Family, 
of the Tribe—natural associations of 
men, giving rise to cultures and vitali- 
ty which no individualism or statism 
can develop. Our modern western cul- 
ture has gone far astray. Our repent- 
ance should be not merely that havoc 
has been wrought in the earth, but that 
by our repudiation of the ideas in- 
volved in the Truth of the Trinity we 
have caused a rupture in the life of 
mankind which only a return to the 
recognition of those truths, which un- 
derlie the teaching of the Church 
about the Triune God, can correct. 


Pertinent 

The Doctrine of the Trinity—a true 
conception of God, is not old-fogey- 
ism, musty, or out-of-date. It lies in 
God’s very nature. It is reality. In 
proportion as we adore, will and work 
along the same lines of worshipful, 
cooperating fellowship in Christ, will 
we really be living and having part in 
the great on-going world of God. The 
Supreme Fellowship—that is the Way 
of Truth, and so of Peace, not only 
just and durable, but vital and divine. 


@ Questions 


Does it make any difference what our ideas 
of God are? 

What are the values 
as one only? 

Are there any values in thinking of God as 
several? 

Does the Christian doctrine of the Trinity 
preserve the values of both monotheism (one 
God) and polytheism (many gods) ? 

Why is such an idea of God necessary to 
morality? 

Is God’s unity necessary or voluntary? 

Point out some of the implications of this 
idea of God: 


in thinking of God 


For family life. 

For community life. 

For politics. 

For international relations. 

For education. 

How can you answer those who think this 

idea of God is old-fashioned, out-of-date, or 
mere theorizing? 


® Quotes and Comments 


God is not a solitary individual, an autocrat- 
ic tyrant, or a benevolent despot. God is a 
blessed company, a Holy Trinity, a Divine 
Society, a Democracy “in which none is afore 
or after the other’, none greater or less than 
the other, but the whole three Persons one 
Divine Trinity. 

In God there is a complete and wonderful 
sharing of life, power, wisdom, love, purpose, 
action. The Unity of the Universe, for which 
the soul longs and philosophy seeks, lies not 
in identity of substance, or in simplicity of 
being. It lies in a unity of persons in volun- 
tary and moral association which is perfectly 
stable and eternal because of the perfection of 
the character of each of the Divine Persons 
who compose it. 

The central and ultimate fact of all being is 
an association, a full and free sharing or com- 
munion in the Divine. 

Democracy has its divine precedent in the 
Trinity. 

Christian family life is an expression on 
earth of the same holy fellowship. 

Christian fellowship, by reason of its origin 
and ideal in the Trinity, precludes class dis- 
tinctions and orders in society. 

Autocracy is incompatible with Christian 
principles drawn from the Holy Trinity. 

—Selections from various essays on 
the ‘‘Implications of the Christian 
Doctrine of the Trinity’. 


@ Bible Readings 


Genesis 1:26-28. Note the use of the plural 
in this old document. ‘‘Let us’ denotes coun- 
sel in the Trinity and a common will. Note, 
too, that man was not made singly, but male 
and female, and the first command they re- 
ceived was to be fruitful; that is, to have 
children. So we are in God’s image—one, dif- 
ferentiated, and at least three. 

Genesis 18:1-4; 9-14. Note the company 
of the Divine who came to Abraham. This 
is not conclusive, of course, but there is cer- 
tainly the idea of the Triple Divine here. 

Isaiah 6:1-4. Many have found in the triple 
“Holy” an indication of the Truth of the 
Trinity. 

Matthew 28:19. The formula of baptism, 
which is here traced back to Jesus Himself, 
contains the idea of the Trinity and is one 
of the bases for the doctrine which is nowhere 
else in the Bible stated so explicitly. 

John 14:16. Apart from the idea of the 
Trinity this verse would be very confusing. 
Who is the Father, and Who is the Spirit, and 
Who is the One Who prays to make such 
request—apart from the Trinity? 

I John 5:7. This verse, which is the Scrip- 
ture for the topic, is omitted in the Revised 
Version of the Bible because it is not found in 
the best of the early manuscripts. It is sup- 
posed to have been added later by someone 
who was copying it. It seems to have been 
a note on the margin which some devout 
Christian made. However, it truly represents 
the thought of the Church from the earliest 
times. 

II Corinthians 13:14. Paul concluded_ this 
letter with the words now used for a Bene- 
diction in our Church, They have no sound 
meaning if the idea of the Trinity is not ac- 
cepted. Try to make them mean something 
apart from the Trinity. 


® To Read 

The Athanasian Creed (Found in the Book of 
Concord—Jacobs, page 26). 

The Nicene Creed (Used in the Communion 
Service of our Church). 

Augsburg Confession, Article I. 

“Summary of the Christian Faith” 
by H. E. Jacobs, Chapter III. 


@® To Do 

Live ever remembering none lives to him- 
self, but that true life is found in the fellow- 
ship of worship, work and love. 

Seek in every way possible to develop more, 
and more intense, friendships, common pur- 
poses and sympathies. 

Co-operate in every undertaking for the 
common good and for the Kingdom of God. 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 1 
Rev. Orval Awerkamp 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 8 
C. J. Westin, 


Memorialized by 

Trinity Luther League, Long Beach 
Mrs. Geraldine Rice 
Mrs. Anna Morgan 
Trinity Luther League, Long Beach 


CANADA 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 


CONNECTICUT 

FLORIDA - = = <4. = = Total 1 
Mrs. E. O. McDonald 

GEORGIA-ALABAMA So 8 So Ake fj 


Troy R. McClelland 
Edwatd Tolbert 
John Fitzpatrick 


ILLINOIS 


INDIANA === ee? ==) “Lotal) (} 
Earl H. Fruchtnicht 


IOWA 
KANSAS 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND - - - - - - - - Total 2 
Miss Rosanna Woolger 


MICHIGAN - - - - - - - - Total 3 
MIDWEST 


MINNESOTA S98 2 ao GS Beywiacie sgl 
Sherman Ayars, 
Memorialized by 
Minnesota Luther League 


MISSISSIPPI 

MONTANA 

NEBRASKA - - - - - - - - Total 2 
NEW JERSEY - - - - - - - Total 23 


Bergen District Luther League 

Members in Service, by Bergen District 
Luther League 

Rev. Paul E. T. Lempke, 
Memorialized by 
Bergen District Luther League 


NEW YORK -- - - - - - - Total 37 
Rev. Ernest French 
St. Jacobi Senior Luther League, Brooklyn 
Mildred Smith 
Walter Agne 
Mary Agne 
Mildred Agne 
Otto Herrig 
Alfred White 
Lewis G. Agne 
Frank Sckooler 
Leslie Martin 
Florence Bohrer 
Louis Bohrer 
Alice Saltsman 
Eleanor Zurbrugg 
Milton Heberle 
Mrs. Floyd Schietele 
Mrs. John Agne 
Mrs. Evelyn Brown 
Mr. John Lewis 
William White 
Doris Disburger 
Arthur Agne 
Daniel Agne 
Charles Muth 
George Swarmer 
Florence Agne 
Earle Swarmer 
Bertha Rose Muth 
Edna C. Bates 
Catherine Lewis 


APRIL, 1945 


Luther Leaguers in Service, by Christ Luther 
League, Newburgh 

Miss Margaret Lange 

Miss Dorothy Bohnke 


NORTH CAROLINA 
OHIO 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA: 
Central Pennsylvania - - - - = Total 21 
Luther League of First Lutheran Church, 
Johnstown 
Helen Ringer 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Donges 
Ada Henry 
Ruth Staley 
Philip Carr 
Ruth Bowen 
E. G. Hoover 
Ministerium S600 So Go 8 Atoll ety 
Mrs. Myron A. Hichner 
Kenneth Eichner 
Christine Schaeffer 
Pfc. Ralph Swanger, 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League, Jonestown 
Doris Rutt 
Leaguers in Service, by Norristown 
Conference Luther League 
Boys in Service, by Intermediate Luther 
League, Trinity Church, Lansdale 


Pittsburgh - - - - = - = - - Total 7 
Ruth E. Beyer 
Hildegarde M. Schmid, 
Memorialized by 
Ruth E. Beyer 
Alverda E. Gumbert 
Louise Lehner 
Alverda Gumbert 
Howard E. Blum 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA - - - - - Total 70 
Harry Likes 
Charles Madray 
Charles W. Phillips 
Richard Perez 
Marion Ricker 
George F. Tolley 
G. D. Sadler 
Edward F. Sturcken 
E. J. Smith 
Sgt. Cecil Thelen 
Henry Young 
John A. Kahrs 
James N. Kahrs 
Milford B. Martin 
E. W. McCall 
L. M. Lowder 
Frank L. Kuhn 
Frederick L. Meyer 
Frank L. Meyer 
Herbert M. Milligan, Jr. 
Emmett Padgett 
John Schwacke 
Margaret Rumpel 
John Rumpel 
Charles H. Rumpel, Jr. 
J. Harry Burk, Jr. 
Elmer McK. Burn 
Capt. C. G. Christiansen 
Carlton Claussen 
Sgt. Thomas Cobb 
James R. Benett 
Wiley Jack Brown 
G. H. Bruggemann 
P. H. Buckholdt 
J. H. Harken 
Robert Harken 
T. F. Kennedy 
Thomas McKie, Jr. 
BEG. als, 

John Buchanan 
Robert Fagerstrom 
Arthur Brown 
Elmo Vose 


Alfred Tiedemann 

W. W. Thompson 

J. W. Tanner 
Nicholas Spitzer 

A. H. Schwacke, Jr. 
Frederick Rabens 
John Albert Meyer 
James Lentz 

Ollie Hudson 

Capt. Earl Halsall 
George Edward Fike 
Thomas F. Hanson 
H. N. Setzer 

J. W. Siemers 

George Theiling, Jr. 
Pyt. Harry W. Thompson 
Lieut. E. H. Walker 
Joe V. Warren 

C. W. Welch, Jr. 
Dan Williams 

Lieut. Ernest R. Hopke 
Harry F. Hopke 
Jesse E. Huber 

Van Johnson 

Winnie Butt 


TEXAS 
VIRGINIA - - - - - - - - - Total 48 


Macklyn Price 
Martha Gray 
Susan Pascoe 
Ethel Price 
Elizabeth Slusher 
Luther League of Virginia 
Winchester Conference Luther League 
Salem Luther League, Parrottsville, Tenn. 
St. Matthew’s Luther League, Toms Brook 
Emmanuel Luther League, Roanoke 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Toms Brook 
St. Peter’s Luther League, 
Wardensville, W. Va. 
Wheatland Luther League, Buchanan 
St. Matthew’s Luther League, Konnarock 
James Doyle 
Mary Grace Scherer 
Laura V. Foultz 
Mildred Conard 
Martha Brown 
V. A. Moyer, Jr. 
Ruth Conard 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted H. Clark 
Edith Richardson 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Luray 
Roanoke Conference 
Members in the Armed Forces, by St. James 
Luther League, Greeneville, Tenn. 
Mrs. Jessie Sellers 
Anna Lou Zirkle 
Patsy Funkhouser 
Wayne Long 
Conrad Zirkle 
Barbara Critselous 
Paul Harr 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Harr 
Mary V. Critselous 
Glad Creek Luther League, Roanoke 
Konnarock Training School 
Norma Ruth Mangum 
Raymond R. Myers, SP (Q) 1/C 
William L. Snavely, S 2/C 
H. V. Lambert, S 1/C 
Cpl. L. Ray Hedrick 
Sgt. Robert E. Musser 
Dr. J. Luther Sieber, 
Memorialized by 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Roanoke 
Grace Luther League, Waynesboro 
New Mt. Olive Luther League, Fairfield 
Mt. Zion Luther League, Woodstock 


WEST VIRGINIA - - - - - - Total 1 
WISCONSIN - - - - - - - - Total 6 


George H. Mathes 
Mrs. Dorothy Mathes 
Rev. David Bucks 
Alfred B. Forehlich 
Emil F. Demien 
Edgar D. Stephens 


Thirty-one 


Lu Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
—- Whittier 


MCemorialized in Sustaining Membership Fund 


Cree WES 
Memorialized by F I 
Trinity Luther League, Long Beach, California 
SHERMAN AYARS 
Memorialized by 
Minnesota Luther League 
REVeePAGL) 2. LE MPKE 
Memorialized by 
Bergen District Luther League 


PFC. RALPH SWANGER 


Memorialized by : 
Zion Luther League, Jonestown, Pennsylvania 


HILDEGARDE M. SCHMID 


Memorialized by . 
Ruth E. Beyer, McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania 


DR. J. LUTHER SIEBER 


Memorialized by 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Roanoke 


kk * 


NEW LIFE TODAY 
EASTER 


(Continued from Page 7) 


make it fit. Their comments will give you the arguments 
you will need to help put it across, for they will point 
out difficulties you will have to meet and you can plan 
to meet them. Then with the proper group—maybe the 
Educational Committee, maybe the Executive Committee 
—make your plea, back it up and get it across. Then you 
will be ready to begin. Your talks with others and your 
reading of material will have provided you with plans and 
methods by which to start. After that, follow God’s con- 
tinued leading, use your own common sense, keep going 
and God will give results beyond your expectation. 


ROANOKE COLLEGE 


Founded 1842 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 
Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. 
Administration, with shorthand and typing. 


Business 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
a a | 


Thirty-two 


OHIO’S LIFE SERVICE HONOR ROLL 
(Continued from Page 4) 
Optional 
Bringing a friend to Church 
Make this friend an active League member 
Make this friend an active member of the Church 
Visiting or writing: shut-ins, absentees, inactive mem- 
bers, men in the service, aged or blind, under- 
privileged, sick, etc. 
5. Maintenance of church property 
Publicity: Write articles for local paper, make posters, 
telephoning, edit and publish parish paper, etc. 
7. Office: Help keep the church records, help with church 
mail, typing, dictation, mimeographing, distribut- 
ing literature, etc. 


8. Fellowship: Host or hostess at socials, helper at serv- 
ices, provide or arrange transportation, etc. 
This plan is well worth the careful consideration of 


other Leagues. More detailed information concerning this 
plan can be secured from the Auburn Luther League of 


ReNS 


Springfield, Ohio. The plan was originated by Orville 
Welch and Wray Smith of that League. 
xk kk 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Trains Young Women for the 
(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Scsools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical exnerience. 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE Hamma Divinity School 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
Well qualified leaders will be G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
needed in the post-war world. AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
: ; ; ye Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
Wittenberg College will welcome your inquiries about A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
the top-notch preparation it offers for ambitious Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
young men ainal wera High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Decrees 
For catalog and other information, address An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 
REES EDGAR TULLOSS, President Springfield, Ohio Russell Galt, Ph.D. 


Dean 


Gettysburg College - NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


FOUNDED 1832 NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Luth ll in A i Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Odes e Mee none COTES sue aierica Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with majors in eight fields of concentration. 
the building of character as the fundamental Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 
thing in modern education. Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 
Located in the midst of the world- Personal attention to the individual student. 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 
For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: Very reasonable expenses 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President For Catalogue, write Jas. C. Kinard, Pres. 
z z, er = ” 
FOUNDED 1873 FOR WOMEN 


MARION COLLEGE 


| MARION, VIRGINIA 
| JUNIOR COLLEGE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


in the Blue Grass Section of Southwestern Virginia 


—FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 
—LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 


Liberal Arts Pre-Social Work Pre-Journalism 
General Cultural Pre-Library Science Merchandising ; 
Education Pre-Nursing Business Education 
: Home Economics Pre-Technician Dramatic Art and Speech 
Music 
Home Atmosphere Reasonable Rates 
' Write to THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


eee 


et The Book You Always Wanted 


Luther League Memary Sock 


AN IDEAL GIFT 


Surprisingly Ditterent 


‘For pasting and preserving your memories of Luther League Trips, Conventions, Socials 
and Other Gala Occasions. Newspaper Clippings and New Ideas can 
be fittingly saved in this Memory Book 


PRINTED WORDS CANNOT CONVEY TO YOU THE 
MARVELOUS BEAUTY OF THIS MEMORY BOOK 


Seventy-five leaves of heavy, durable cover stock. Ten additional pages of Buff Ledger Paper for writing of 
autographs. Outside cover is Nine and One-half inches wide by Sixteen inches long. It is made of beautiful imita- 
tion brown leather, over heavy binder’s board. Lettering and Luther League Seal in gold are beautifully em- 
bossed as seen in the illustration. The whole book is tied together with a Twenty-four inch cord and tassel, made 
in the five Luther League Colors—Black, Red, White, Blue and Gold. Title page is specially printed for identifi- 
cation. Boxed in green box and securely packed for shipment. And the price is only $5.00, postpaid and insured, 
east of the Mississippi River ($5.50 west of the Mississippi River). Unless check or money order accompanies your 
order, book will be shipped C. O. D. with postal charges added. 


AN IDEAL AND APPROPRIATE GIFT FOR YOUR PASTOR, 
DEACONESS or LUTHER LEAGUE PRESIDENT 


Designed and For Sale only by 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


